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ing is called by the name of Cbhriſt, asche rin 5 1 


the very name given unto Chiiſt himſ. 


build ny eburoh, to intimate that he is che ſttebgih 


5 Xlii, x, Bebol myſervant whom I VN 
5 . the foundaion 1 tbe. wool "TY 


- ' % * 
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Aud T will abs thy . window . 


borders of pleaſant ſtoues. 

The Serond thing propoſed WAS TO ſpeak. 4 Lecks 
"Vert of the character given unte Chriſt, with _ 
relation to this building; he is the ſtone. There 
are 4 great many ſtones in a building, but in 
this ſp iritual building of the houſe of Gud, 
Chriſt is He ſtone, in a way of eminence a | 
excellency, as if the whole hag were of ene 
piece, intimiting that Chriſt and his chuck 
are ſo cloſely united as Rp he one bed 


one {piritz upon this account the Whole 


cipal part thereof, 1 Cor. xii. 12. Ar the den Fr. 
one and hath many members, avg all the meme 
bers of that one body being many are en Toa; ? | 
h alſo 1 Chreſt. So Jer. Xxxifi. 1, h YN 
this is the name wherewith' he ſhall — 4 5 
v. the church, The Lora aur 17 p LG. 
bl 


Xxiii. ver. 6. I conceive that Chriſt is calledt+ 
Kone here, for the ſame reaſon, that he by oa 2 _ 
calls himſelf à Rock, Upon this #ook will T' 


and ſtability of his church. Now the Seele 5 3 Fi 1 
cy and neceſſity of this ſtone, to the*redring a 
paar ro of hey houls of God, will Soar: it we 


1. That he is "ths: FRO of. God's ee, 1 
> Pet i. 4. Choſen of God and Þrecions. I 3. 1 


eleſt in whom my foul deligbtetbhb. Fo 
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2. Ms is the ſtone of God" s approbation, Tho” 
bebe diſallowed of men, he had his Father's 


teſtimony from heaven with an audible voice, 


s if "This it mybeloved Son in whom I am well Pleaſe 


ad: And, as he is ap 3 of God, 104 he is 
. ven of b y every wiſe builder; they 'll be 


zug. and worthy of all aeceptatiou, that Ch * 
59 ento the world to ſave ſinners. 
Hs is tho ſtone of God's trying, Ja. xxviil, 


2 5 7 iq T lay in Zion a ſtone, a tritd ſtone; he 


as tried in the furnace of his Father's wrath, 
00 he abode the trial, for he came forth more 

glorious than ever, in his reſurrection from the 

dead. He ſtood the trial of the rage of 'men 
and devils; who endeavoured to ſtop him in his 
| redeeming work. All the ſaints in heaven, and 
all believers on earth, have tried him, and will 
give him this, oftimony, that he is able to fare 
to the uttermoſt. 

4. He i is the only living 151 life- giving de 


WH I x Pet. ii. 4. Zo whom coming af to 8 


' lone. As the Father hath life in himſelf, 
_ hath he given to the Son to have life in View: 4 
fl He is the reſurrection and the life, and 
all the ſtones of the building derive their ws 
; from him. 1 Pet. ii. 5. Je alſo as lively ſtares 
. are built up a ſpiritual houſe. He that hath the 
* bath tife 3 5 our life is bid wich Chriſt 16 
5. He i is the ave that z is laid by the hand 0 c- 
_- Fehovah. as a foundation in Zion. Nells T lay 
2x Zion for a. foundation, 4 ſtone, a tried 8 


9 from eternity; He is laid doctrinall7 
ee in a {Freed 3 * 4 
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A # ſure foundatiun, Ila. xxviii. 16. He was laid de- 
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he is laid efficaciouſly in a day of power, when 
the finner js by the power of the eternal Spirit 
f determined to take hand upon bim by faith; 
3 he is laid à foundation, and the only fours , |} 
dation of hope and help for periſhing ſinnets | 
Men have been tryed in all ages to lay other } 
foundations, but ſtill they have proven found. 
tions of ſand, another foundation can no man lay, 
than that is laid, Chriſt Jeſus. They who t- 
tempt to rear a church without Chriſt, 'or ts 
build up to themſelves a hope of ſalvation with= -. 
out him, have only built caſtles in the ait, and - 
their building always turned te neught. | | + 3 
6. He is the matchleſs and incomparable Rone,' © | ©. 1 
for he is the chief ſtone of the corner, the bright. 
neſs of his father's glory is in him, and the expresses 
image of his perſon. All created glory ſhrinks . © 7} 
into nothing and darkneſs, when he appears, for _ 
he is fairer than the children of men, ad the 'ap- 8 _ © 
ple tree among the trees of the wood; and nos | 
caſts. a luſtre and glory on the whole building ©, "mm 
and every ſtone in it, for we are beautiful thre” | 2 
his comlineſs; the beauty. of the Lord is pan 
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| his ſaints. - | 0 e 
. The Wird Thing te be diſcourſed a little. 
was in the workmen employed in rearing this 
ſpiritual building or fabrick of the church, here 
1 call'd Builders. Chriſt himſelf is the principal! 
builder to whom the work is committed, Zech. 
vi. 22. Behold: the. Man whoſe name it ile 
Branch, be ſhall come out of bis place, and build. 
the temple, even he ſhall build the temple and 
| bear the glory: But he employs officers. un- 
ider him for the on- carrying of the work. 
aand theſe are called builders. King aus 
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and to adveng 


dar; — 2 5h may be called bail. 
ders of the church; but 8 the New Teſta- 
ment I find this term only epply'd to miniſters 


1 of the Goſpel, erdinary or extraordinary, Eph. 
d ly 12. He gave ſome apoſtles and prophets, 
and fome eee s; and ſome paſtors and teach- 
ern For what end? I 75 for the edification 
.... the ebarch, or building the Body of Chriſt 3 
. and 2 Cor. iii. 10. Paul ee there, that 
1275 acedrdivg; to the grace given him, he as a wiſe 
N 4 had laid the feundation. 80 
tthat miniſters of the goſpel are clpecially the 
New Teſtament builders. 64] 
Now with relation: to theſe, thens are only | 
theſe few things I ſuggeſt. 1. Tis a very honour- 
able employment, to be a builder of the houſe 
vf Gods it is an employment wherein the Son 
of God a mediatar is engag'd; and is it not an 
Honour, to be co-workers with him? David 
emed it en honour: to be 4 door-keeper in 
mae bosſe of our God; but it is yet more ſo to 
bes builder of the houſe. And as the work ig 
| honourable, ſo the reward of grace is proporti- 
_ aved'; fer if we keep the charge committed to 
us in building the houſe of Cod, we ſhall have 
_ plac amoig them that ſtand by the heavenly 
dere, and they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine like the 
woe ef che firmament, and they that turn 
—_— - whany: co: _gktcouſvels, as the ſtars for ever and 
40 1225 None can wurrentably lay a fone | in this 
EE _ building, except be be arly called. What 
__ =” 3 vyill 2 ien n betting. unleſs he 
_ by theſe who have warrant to call. 
__ _— _ This is * ry — cireumſtance, 
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made an high Priefl; bus he that ſatd W •Ʒ In, 
orteriithee, . 


church. God's call. confifts, in his 


of Chrifty ro whom apoſtles, prophers; evangeliſ 


tors, elders or whatever they be, a 
8 8 ſervante on hie fami 


1 


bali his Father's houſe fill he had his Fa- 


cher v call. Ne tran toktrh rbis honour ro bim- 


ſelf; bus he that #3 called of God, as wat Hare. 
0 likowiſe Chriſt gloriſird not bamfalf ta be 


thou art my Sen, this Day Zo 
Heb; v. 4, 5; Phere ic a twofold. call nechfſbey 
for 4 man who meddles ar a builder inthe uncl ; 
of God, there is the call of God, —_— the 


a man for the work, and inſpiring. Wi wied 2 


holy zeal and defire, to employ theſe nalih.” 
cations. for the glo 


church. The cal of the church lies in the free 


choice: and election of the chriſtian. people. : 


The promiſe of conduct and counſel ini the 


choice N. men that are to build che church n g 


not made to atrons; heritort, or any other al 
ticular ſet of men, but tu the chureh, the h 


paſtors and teachers are given. As it ie 
natural privilege of every houſe or ſociety & 


men to hade the choice of: their own Cr « " 


officers, fo tis the privilege of the houſe of God 
in © particular manner: What a miſcrable bon. 
Auge would: it be reckoned 


Gad granted to auy ſet of men, ee os 


in, 
ty, ee tbe. enn 
| „ * 28 in Fs "world ba. 


AR 


n E i 
3 bin elk odd nat welds: with 


of God and the Seal en 


ee ; an | 
' ſtewards: or ſervants impoſed . 


by ſtrangers or enemies, who might gig thi © + 
chillies Inſtead , 3 
| Seorpron 2d Of on in 

medicine? And ſhatt N that cer. 
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x (1:2 18 o 5 
= fx paſs this at preſent 3 perhaps more of it may 
_— . _ occur/afterwarde*. . 
= * ht The builders" of the houſv of God are hot 
to form or mould the houſe according to their 
-own fancy; no, but they muſt follow the pattern 
ſnewed in the holy mount of divine revelation. 
=  _When the tabernacle was reared,- « platform 
beit was given to: Moſes, When the temple was 


by his father, and every pin of the tabernacle, 
and every ſtone of the temple was to be regu- 
lated and diſpeſed according ꝛc the divine order: 
Now theſe — but ty ypes of the New. Teſta- 
ment building, whereof we now ſpeak. Who 
builds a houſe without fermin * of it 


| giving orders about its government? They who 

TT  Aafferr 79: overnment of the church to be ambu- 
_—_ lato a reflection on the wiſdom of God, 
ey hich 10 not to be ſuppoſed of any wiſe man 
= whatever. Nowil ſay, as — ty of a houſe muſt 
_ . rcnounce their own ſchemes, and follow the or- 
Aer of the owner, fo minifters and. church of- 
_ ficers. in building the houſe of God, muſt. re- 
_ nouncc carnal policy and the wiſdom. of the 
_ > world, and fellow the. orders given by God in 
die word, the ene rule of faith and manners 
_ to miniffers and church members. What 
cticular model of the church ſhould: be, i is 
ing I Bag <4 beyond controverſy amongſt ui 
are ſe ſolemnly engag d 5 maintain the 


; the 


» efthischurch 5: und membre 
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to be built, a pattern of it was given to Solomon: 


to the builders? Who erects 4 ciety without 


(. 194 
o the different ſery 
are to be employed about in the werk. 
are a great variety o | [N | 

upon his miniſters, all calculate for the good of 
the church of God in general: The. a 
luſtrates this argument at great lengt | 
xii, thro' the whole of the chapter. If this were 
but duly conſidered, it would cure all manner of 
rife and emulation among the builder, that 
they ſhould not grudge one againſt another. 

5. The gifts of men, however editying or well 
or carrying on the work, will never 
do ſervice without the bleſſing and countenance 
of the great Maſter builder. Faul may Plant 
and Appollos water, butGod giveth 
and tis well that it is ſo ordered of infinite wi 
dom, that men may not give greater glory to 
inſtruments than is due, and that the whole glo- 
ry may redound to the Lord; for this end, he 
puts the treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the ex- 
cellency of the wer may be of him, 
5. The work of God is many times exceeding- 
marred, thro” the weakneſs. or . wickedneſs _ 

ended builders. But this leads. mp to. © 


Fourth Thing 


lities, according t ices they ; 


fes beſtowed by 


tle il- 
1 Cor. 
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4 | propoſed, which was te ſpeak 
of the fatal error of theſe-builders ſpoken of in 

y They reject the one, . without 
which their whole building was nothing but a . - 
medly of confuſion, however 
appear in their o 
by the builders. 
They ſeem'd. to 
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orious it might 0 1 
fone is rejetted — 


wn eyes. 2 
great zeal for the Meſ. 
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fah and his kingdom; yet when ho comes, they * 1 
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don't allow him a room in his own houſe. - | 
He came to 


\ ; a? ©») E - 5 8989 80 #10 = 
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_ n ae Waiab's | pred Qion. of 
— 105 Wa. Wii. - He hath nb 7 07 Neon of 
257 when we ſhall ſee Bim there ig no beau- 
3 We Zi ld defire him. He is deſ piſed <p 
80 of And becauſe they rejected 
. he ba cette them as Ne and 
mation ; and oh? bow den f had it been their 
error and ruin thereu n had ſerved a8 4 beacon 
© other churches. Res their day, not to daf 
fe the ſame rock. But here a queſtion na- 
0 rally. ariſes, i 
"How did the 7 270 builders rejeQ the tone ; 
which God ha ined to be the chief. lerne | 
vf the corner? Auſwer, This N al $ thro 
rear many corru tions wHIC u- 
If bath 7s principle and in 7240 1 87 
"WP; =o 5 few of them, and leave it to every | 
ne 155 u bow far voy” evils or corruptions are 
in our own Wy. 


Wc. Ts they pretend 44 at regard unto 
_ pO holy law o God, and cry? Au ypon Chriſt 
E MM "= and; his apoſtles as enemies ta it, yet they. _— 
—_—_ rowed ee the ſenſe and meaning of 
= onfining. ir meerly to the letter, Without 
ſearching. into its extent and ſpirituality which 
avs occaſion unto Chriſt's ſermon on the mo 10 = | 
= theſe Wang, tho“ their heatetg might | 
ge notions of moral boneſty, y * could they 
have: no notion of the depray ena nature, 4 77 
„af che decelt aud deſperate wick het ſs bo their | 
K&artrs, without which tio man an "er know the 


e has 795 the work of re el or os 
„ 25 Hay: gur From en ul | 
4 9 1 We b 9 ene olf the 5 We meaning of. 
e law, he Ju'i6L ation by the works - 
ee 5 "in wah A ORE os * 5 
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1 | 
OE enough to recomend him te God; 4 
clear from Rom. ix. 31. Iſt acl wwhich folie weg 
after rhe law of ri hteouſneſs, hath not at- 
Zained * the law þ 9A A Wherefore? 
Becauſe they ſou hr. it not hy faith, bur as it 
were by the wor the law. For they ftumb- 
led atthat ſtumbling Had And Rom. x. 3. For 
they being ignaraut of the righteouſneſs 0 God, 3 
and going about to eftabliſh their own righteouf- | 
neſs, have not ſubmitted to the righteouſneſs of | 
Gog. They could frame no notion to themfeèlves 
of juſtification by the imparted righteouſneſs of 
N he Meſſiah, tha God had told thew that theirs ' 
teouſneſs and their works could nt prog 
Em. hat it was a bed too 8 * a e 
oo narrow for tbem. 9 


F 


ter oy matter with 157 5 29 TT 
| inflea of eben out the Rones, or preparing .. 8 go 

ud people, I/ Iii. 19. they threw ones A 
rhaeY blocks in the way of the alert, "IN 4 


on of ſinners by the Meſſiah, 
4- Theſe builders deadned. the. nde es r 
pee. Du God by their formality, - ho they tetained 
<p * ſhell of oxdinances, they never. regarded the. 
x wa, either with reſpeR to a own. Ml; oh- 
_- the ſouls of their people, which, was fe 9 
0 PI with Cod therein ; for hip : + 
een God declareth his abhorenge of "jt 7 N 
8 Ja. . I 12. Se. ü 3 2 3 
"Mp are rhe multitude of your ſacrifices Hears. 99 
N, 
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mne, ſaith the Lord: I am full of the burnt of- 
ferinos of rams, and the fat of fed beaſts, and 
\ T deleght not in the blood of bullechs, or of lambs, 
or of he-goats, &. Oae of the great ſources of 
this evil was, that if a man had beeen trained 
p at the teet of Gamalzel for a few. years, and 
got a ſmake of the learning then in vogue, it 
Was enough in their 99 to qualify him for 
being a builder in the houle of God, tho' in the 
mean time he was an utter ſtranger to the work 
of God on his ſoul; as is evideat from the in- 
Nance of Nicodemns, who when Chriſt tries him 
upon-the head of regeneration,' he bables une 
ſpeaks nonſenſe. John iii. 4. How can a man 
be born tohen he ig ola? Can he enter a ſecond 
time into hit mother's belly and be born. | 
Hence is that ſharp challenge, ver. 9. Art thou | 
8 maſter of Iſrael and knoweſt not theſe things. | 
1 There Chriit ſpeaks of it as 4 thing criminal, 
= that men ſhould be made teachers of the church, 
who were ſtrangers toa work of grace; for wat 
bdut dead formal worſhip could be performed by |} - 
men dead in treſpaſſes and ſms. . 9 
J. They were continually dabling in politicks» 
und gave themſelves up to the conduct of carnal. 
—_ wiſdom and policy in the matters of God and 
RS > of his church, and thro' this carnal wiſdom, 
they were led on to crucify the Lord of glory. 
N expeazeut that one man die for the people's 
and , be be not taken out of the way, the world | 
2% go. after bim, and fo the. Romans Ball 
come and take away our kingdom ! When once 
a church. comes to ſtand upon the rotten prop of 
_ carnal vidom and policy, ſhe's near unto ruin. 
Ti true, minifters arc to be wiſe as ſerpents; 
but the wiſdom of the ſerpent will ſoon ©. . 


> * 2 * 1 K . 
* 1 n » : "i « 148 0 8 0 * * 1 
1 4" * © 0 bs n 9 9 & ed 2 wn FLY - 3 
bs * s \' 8 - = - : 93 1 - * . 


n 


5 


4 ® 
' . 
, * :% 
"© 
7 —- 
" 0 0 4 
1 2 
» OY 
* 
„ 
- 
' 


Fg 


date form 


3 13 "# x h 
= - Y S 


) 


off our feet unto pernicious courſes, if not attene 
ed with the fimplicity of the dove; and there 
fore we need, that in ſimplicity and godly fin- 


. cerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the 


grace of. God, we ſhould have our converſation 


in this world. 


6. The Jewiſh builders valued themſclves 


_ excecdingly upon their connection with the ru- 
lers and great folk in that day, and having join'd 


intereſts with them, treated the common people, 


ally thoſe who owned Chriſt, and attend» 


d his miniftry and that of his apoſtles as an un- 
hallowed mob; as is clear from John vii from 
Her. 45, and downward, where they having ſent 
ſome of their officers to apprehend Chrift, the 


officers return, declaring that egen man ſake 
lite this man; to which the Phariſees reply, 


Are ye alſo. deceived? Have any. of the Tulers 
or Phariſees believed on him : But this people 
who know not the law are accurſed. As if the 


common people had been obliged to follow 
them, and the rulers. with whom they. connect 
themſelves, . eee faith and obedience, - 


without ever bringing the ir doctrine and actings 


there“. 


J. They and the rulers have got the aſcen- 
dant in the ſanhedrim, and other courts they took 
care to keep the power upon their fide, by 
bringing in none but men of their own ſtamp and = 
ſpirit, and- if any man adventure to open his 
mouth, or teſtify againſt their corrupfions in 
. principles or practice, preſently combinations 
e form'd, plots are laid, and the edge of the 
burch's diſcipline, which they bad graiped, 


to the bar of the law and teſtimony, to be tried 75 


1 
r 


* 


1 Fi | 0 34 ) 
—_— - fo turned againſt them as 8 turbulent perſon; an 
14 enemy to the law and ** as is clear from 

their management with Chriſt, his apoſtles and 

the protomartyr ve Reb ben But yer; nella: 

- ing of their pretended regard to the temple; 
admitted the buyers and ſellers to enter into 

whereby they turned that holy place ihto a den 
of thieves, as Chriſt tells them to their face, 

_ MH. 16. and Mat. xxi. 13. and whatever 

1x — "they pretended to the law, by « ſhe 

before the world; yet they abandon- 
ed þ ob coy Dt to all manner of ſecret and 
| Heatt wickedneſs. Hence our Lord com pates 
mem unto painted ſepulchres ; glorious wi tthout, 
bur within full of dead mens. bones and roten 

Help, Nat. iii. 27. 3 

Again, however careſs they were to cloak 
and Ty their ſecret wickedneſs; yet how and 
ter it was breaking out, to the great ſcandal 

” and offence of the poor le of God, by . 

—_ which means they made themſelves conternpti. 15 
dpd and cavſcd many to ſtumble ar the law, and 

bor the ſacrifices of the Lord; as adminiſtrate 

br them. As is plain from Mal. it. $, 9: Te 
ave departed out of the way, ye have catſen 
many to ſtumble at the law; ye have corruprol 
ide covenant of Levi, ſuith the Lord of hoſts. 
 Fprrefore bave 1 alſo made you conitemp'ible | 
und baſe- * porn the people, abcording #s Ha | 

Hove not beepr 150 0 our Dave been e 

a the lau 

Having 10ſt the heares ep the people by thete 

erde they gave themſelves up af manner 

of floth and ind olence, taking: care to feed their 

; _own'bcllies, and erich themſelves with the 

if | ood. of this world, . in the mean time OE, 
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G I 
entirely neglcAed the fleck and heritage of 
God. Hence is that chaige egainit them, by 
the prophet IJ aiabh lvi. 10, 11. His warckmen 
are blind, itey are. all. ignorant, thcy ate all ũ 8 
dumb dogs, il ey. cannot Lark, flceping, lying - 
deu, loving to ſlumber: Veathey are greedy dogs, {| 
KK which can neter haze enough, and ihey are 

| N cannot under ſtand: They a 
Loc to ileir cun ag, jor W ene 
Jrom his guarter: Come ge, ſay they, Iuill fetch. 
wine, and ue will fill ot. ſelves with firong 
\ 3 drank, and to morrew ſhall le as this day, and 
_ 7 7 0 IE IE 
Z Thoſe Jeu ib rulers ruled the Lord's pec ple 
with rigour, invaded their freedoms and liber- 
ties, beund heavy burdens. un them, which they 
themſelves will not touch with one of their fing- + 
ers; and by this means the. Lord's people wers 
ſcattered from the worſhip of God in their ſyna- 


f 2 ow 
2 
5 


1 


4 
I 
b gogues, as ſheep. having no ſhepherd. Hence 9 
5 18 that pla in 4558 by the prophet. Zeekzel 7 
4 xxxiv. - from ver. 2. 10 6. 77 ſarth the, Lord. G8 
> God unto tte ſbet eras, No le tothe ſhepherds. 1 
b e Iſrael, that. go feed themſelves ſhould. not 
1 ihe ſtepherds feed the flocks? Te gat the lat, 
7 and ye cloath you with rhe col, ye Hill tbem 
4 that are Jed; but ye ſeed not the flcok. The diſ- 
„ || ealed hate ye not ſtrengihned, neit ger Fage 
ie ve healed that which ua ſick, neuber have 
4 ye bound vf lat which vas broken, neither 
have gebrongEt again that which was drives. 
'Y away, neither haze ye ſought that which vas | Þ 
* loſt 5 bus with. force and with crnelty hate 1. 
ruled them. And they. were ſcattered, becauſe . _ 
there was no ſhepherd ; aud they became meat is 
all the beaſts of the field,when they were ſcattereg... 
My fore wandred —_ all the mountains, und 
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mon every high bill; yea my flock war ſearrs- 
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they were of their way and p 


. Fhereof. Her prieſts have violated (as in the 
original, offered violence) to my law, and have 


er have they emed arfſerence between the 


Miracles, and the whole of h 
Are er e lh ho bri . of. 
_ his Father's glory, yet they diſparaged his per- 
ſon, denied hls Tupreme Muy W 

only as the ſon of the carpenter; contradicted 


mid ufo: all the face of the earth, and none 

dai ſearch or ſeek after them. e 
In ſhort, to ſuch a degree of corruption were 
they arrived, that the holy and prophane, the 


'clean and unclean were alike to them, provided 
arty, Ege. xzif — 
25, 25. There is a conſpiracy of her Prophets 
in tbe midſt thereof, like à roaring lion raven- 


ing the prey; they have devoured ſouls, they. 


Bade taten the treaſure and Precious things; 
they have made her many widows in the midſt 


eee, mine holy things; they have put 10 
Hereuce leteveen the holy and prophane ; nei- 


wnclean and the clean. 5 3 $4 
„ Thus the 'Zewzeſh church, and particularly 


her pretended builders, we fee were ſunk into tho 
very dregs of corruption; and hence it came, that 
when the glorious and long - looked - for Meſſiah 


actually appeared among them, upon the Stage of 
this world, inftead of giving him a reception ſuits 
able to hie excellency, as Immanuel Gock 


Man, they treated him with the utmoſt con- 
tempt. 'Tho' he opened his commiſſion, and 


made.it ente the world, by his dodtrine, 


Deny, eſteeming him 


di quftrine, 224 ftudied to obſcure his mine 
by aſeribing them to the power of Belztbub 
he prines of devil: They bisekned b 
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5 rater with reproaches, as tho' he had been a 

a = glutton, & wine- biber, a friend of publicans and 

ve © -finners, and at length crucified him ignomini- 

- ouſly, as tho' he had been a notorious impoſtor, 
betwixt two thieves; and when, after his reſyr- 1 
rect ion from the dead, he came to them in the 
'miniſtry of his apoſtles, bringing bin righteouſ- 4 
_ neſs. and ſalvation near unto them, they finally B 
rejected him andall the offers of his grace; for _ 
which reaſon, God was provoked, by a heavy - i 
ſentence of excommunication, to cut them off from 1 
being a chürch or nation, under which they are 

lying to this day, his blood being Pon them and 
tl pon their children, according to their wiſh at his 
crucifixion And thus we ſee how the ſtone of 
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hut towards t hee goodneſs, 4 
bit goodneſi - Otherwiſe t 

ef. Which N event actuall 

end unto the Church of Chriſt at Ro 

ſee at this very day, it being der the. 

4 * 


antichriſt, and a ſynagogue of fata. 
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The only thing remains upon this: 0 
#9: an{wer the following queſtion, ou 2 
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> . Whence was it that the Jeroiſb builders re- 
I Jetted Chriſt the ſtone of God's chuſing, try- 
ing and laying? Ayſ. r. This fatal error of 
theirs proceeded from their ignorance of Chriſt, 
in the excellency of his perſon, and of the 'glo- 
rious . myſtery of _ redemption and ſalvation 
through him, Act, iii. J. I wor that thro 
ignorance ye did it, as did alſo your rulers; 
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Lo. "world knew, for had they known it, they 
1 not have crucified the Lord of glory. The 
were men of no deſpicable: parts, capable enoug 


Mind alſo? Yet Chriſt declares them blind 
like moles, in things relating to his kingdom. 
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among the accurſed mob, had more of the 


1 F | ſaving knowledge of God, and of the things of 


both tumbled on the tumbling ſtone, and fell 
into the ditch together. 2. Miſtaken notions 
of the nature of the Meſſiab's kingdom was a- 
nother cauſe of their rejecting this precious ſtone, 

; They bad formed a * * to erer with- 
* -eut. any real ground from ſcripture- prophecy; 
eee pet in the form © 
—_— an carthly monarch, and that he was to lift up 
e bead of thc 7-wiſ nation, and make the 
"Roman:, and all the nations of the world, their 
Vvafſals and tributaries z but finding themſelves 
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to tols an argument; they thought themſelves 
the only ſeers in Iſrael in their day. Are we 


oy 
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1 Cor ii. J, 8. Ve ſpeak the wiſdom of God in 
A myſtery, which none of the princes f this 


The leaſt of Chriſt's babes, whom they reckoned 


' "God, than they; and the blind leading the blind 


was. to appear in the form of 


_ miſtaken, they diſown and crucify him, as an 
impoſtor. Which by the by, ſerves to diſcover 
= what à dangerous thing it is, not to have right 
=  wonceptions of the fpiritual nature of Chriſte 


1 | kingdem 
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kingdom. I'm perſwaded that carnal notions: 


of the kingdom of Chriſt, which is not of this 


world, ly at the bottom of many of the evils. 


and corruptions in the day we live in. 

The Fiſib thing in the method was to en- 
quire what may be implied in Chriſt's being 
made the bead ſtone of the corner, notwithſtand 
ing of the attempts of the builders to juſtle him 
out of his place? © © NR uy 

1. Then it implies Chriſt's exaltation and 


victory over all his enemies and oppoſers ; . he 


will have the better of them, let them do their 
worſt : However Chriſt and his cauſe, intereſt 


and people, may be born down for a while, yet 


the ſcales will turn, and like the houſe of David 


they ſhall prevail. Chriſt was perſonally oppreſ- 


ſed and afflicted, he drank of the brook in the way. 


Yet at length Ve liſted up the head, and G 
Bath highly exalted him, and given him a _ 
name above every name. And as it was with. 


_ Chriſt perſonal, ſo will it be with his injured 
members. However they be afiifted; rotd: 
with tempeſts- and not comforted, yet God well 


lay their ſtones with fair colours, and, their 
| foundations with ſapphires. Tho Sion may: © 


be laid in aſhes, yet ſhe ſhall be built up again 


by the almighty. God: And when the Lord 
brings her forth to the light, then SHame ſball - 
coder her who ſaid, Where it the Lord thy God? 
2. It implies, that God has a woos regard: for 


the glory of hie Son, as the head and king 
of his church, and that it is his will that 41 


my beloved Son in whom I an 021 pleaſed; 


men ſhould honour him; as they bonsur the Fa.. 
ther. This was intimated by a royal mandate, 
iſſued forth from the excellent glery. This it 


BY 


— => 


Tear pe him. Gon ds nt reokon it any injury 
EF _ dons to him as Gid er-:ator, that we worſhip and 
ere een of the. rodesmef, far 
N Bit name it ia hin; his glory, his majeſty and 
d cher excellent perfections are in him as they are 
= in:the father; and therefore it is his will, That 
wie nane of Jeſuc, cory knee: ſhould how, 
| Eo aud every tongue. confer, hat Feſus Ohrift 
reibe Lord, to the glory of God the Father._. 
| 


/ 


3. lt implies, that the whole ſpiritual fa- | 
brick or building of the church hangs upon him, 
2835 che ſaperſtructure leans upon the foundation 
and chief corner ſtong. Me ſball build the tem- « 
de and bear the glory, ſays the prophet Zecha- 
da nd Lu. xxii. 24. They ſball hang upon him 
tie glory of bis Father's bone. All the 
* SaQrines of the church, and truths of the ever- 
& Sting goſpel lean upon bim: He is their 
nd Onez. Hence ve read of the iruth - 
_ 45 #45 i Fury, they meet in him as the 
pee of a heel in the Nive. All che promi - 
es meet in him, they are in him yea and amen. 
All che precepte lean upon his authority, fon the 
e is the law of Ehriſt, it is his v’ and. Bur- 
| 43 Bo” 4 The whole d es! of the church 
mie apon him: The keys of dectrine and 
=_— diſcipline hang ac his girdle. The government 
= - ofthe church pertains to him; for it is laid u- 
t dis ſhoalders. The ordinances and worſhip 
de cherch bang on him ; he ſort of -worſhip | 
d part of worſhip can be admitted, but what  f 
bpPieears the impreſſſon of his iaftitution- The of- 0 
EE fGcers of the church hang upon him ſor their com- 4 
miſſion and ſucceſs iu their work. In « word, all 
= che members of the church hang upon him Ts 
me rg uu fur, the vefels of u], 
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the church; for the head:Rone of the corner 
Enits the whole building together, and if that 
be removed, the walls 5 t 5 
and ſo che whole fabrick is ruined. If we dont 
bold the head ſtone of: the corner, by» »whichs 
706 


becauſe there is too: much of a rec 


=; 


give warn! 


Ohriſt's witneſſes have tormented: them 2 i 
 dwelb upon the earth; and-itmeeds be ho di _— 
- names 


| OP 00 is the — * 2 * 


ie 6 
[ 70 flagons, . 
r 2 W 


4. Ane ben ede the bead. None py the: on 
ner implies, that he is the alone center ofunity ins 


he houſe fall aſunden 


the whole building: is d and brit 
gether, the fabrick of Sb however politi· 
cally 
reaſon-' 


the houſe is tottering at this — 


hey 
the corner ſtone. Uſually. indeed: in a * of. 
defe<ion, the pulpits-of theſe builders| whoſs: 


hands are deepeſt. in it, ring with the:dofring> 
peage; and if a tongue be moved againſt the 


corrupt meaſures they are going into, the ery i 


raiſed, Theſe that turn the world uffide dumm, 
ave. come Bither alſo; while in the mean time 
it is ſuch as depart from the corner tone, unt: 


ruin and tear the building; and: not t 


Wen 


y their 


bey abe: 


ng. They who do gi give warnings” * 


3 
account” to bei beaten 2 . 


Kilos, ide that are r r 


But this needs be no ſurpriſe, for in all 


killed and 


ent; for tho _y may be 
yet there will be 
perſons. ; Tr $7455 i TI 4+ 
5. His being the heated chin pon) Im- 


buri 


fram d, can never ſtand long. And = — 


e houſe or family of ict being? 5 


A | 


2 0 


i 


a reſurrection boch f 5Y 
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kis*chirch; bor much of the A 1 


ment of che building lies in the corner fon 

| We are told, the daughters of Zion were like a | 
= . -cornen;flowe, » Poliſhed ove the fimilituxe of 
ala. Chriſt is the. glory of his people 


E - ira, and no wonder, for he is the' brightneſs. of 
© af bis. Farber's glory. When he is in the midſt 


of his. church, countenaneing his ordinances and = 

- . Judicatories, then it is, Oe look forth as: the 1 

| morning, fair as the ſun, and clear as the mon, 
aa tertille as an with banners: But 185 
= whenhe departs,” all the glory departs, anda 
=_—  cdiſmal-[habod ſucceeds. Tra, wo alſo umto them. $0 
= cewhenTaefpars from tbem: As may be ſcen at 


this day in the once famous: churches. of Leſſer 

Alia, ad. other places where Chriſt had once 
_ - Nouriſhing (churches. They departed from the 

chief vorner - ſtone in doctrine, —9 2 ine, wor- 

hip and government, and this provoked him to Kell 
= depart, and upon his departure: — ſongs. of their 
_ wins nes; turned into:-howlings. 1 | 

. It implies that they who would build the. = 
church of Chriſt wuſt ſtill have bim in their. |. 
me, end that the whole of their conduct and 
- adminifiration/ in the houſe of Ged muſt be 
- . regulate-with a view to his glory and honour. 
1.7 in building a houſe, the chief comer-ftone bo 
not keept in view, irregular work can't. miſe; 
80 enſue: Juſt ſo is it in the caſe in hand; if 
1 {a ſhall pretend to build the houſe of God, and 
40 bot Keep our eyes on Chriſt, and his bonour 

33. nud inter , whether in matters of diſei pline i 

put ae. and Aird it, yore? 5700 . an 
El: confuſion 3- when we begin to work by 'carngl | 
= * N — eye upon ſerving 7 4 Pp 
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God w 


TE © 
lefly and humours of en, „ nd ror te or 2 o 


great tuin 0 0 Bey = 
2 the ee mo Chril, — of danke 
it, and are fair 8 707 our name, our —— 
+ and qur pwn ſouls, an = fouls of 
In the rubbiſh of it. Therefore there is much 
need of difintereſted views i in the management, 
of the affairs -of .Chrift. We that are miniſters, 


_ ot of felf-denial : To d 


eny our on wifdom 


his glory, and the advancement of his kingdom. 
£4 Text implies that God and e 
BS ene are driving 
and defi "The but reject the Rone, but 
have it to be Rene ſtone of che cor- 
ner, nnd JE of the parties ſhall 1 "tie 
oy to Chriſt foalt fit at bes 
1 till all hit enemies he nade bi 
Fe He will break them that tiſe up u- 


ginft him, t a potter g vel. 1 bave for my 


; ſays the Lord, apon my holy Bill Sjows 
bent who is hethat will dethrone him? bet 


"What was laſt. propoſed in the eben us 


the Applisation of the whole. All che uſe I 
{hall make of what has been ſai 


WP in the following infere nces. 


the children of men. 80 value 
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of multitudes, 


well as others, had much noed to feurn the 


and our worldly intereſt as a trifflc in reſpect of 


8 different meaſures 


Farber e 


4, ſhall be e 


Firſt, From what has been ſaid; we may ſoo. 8 
the excellency of the church of Chriſt; why e 
I 1 2 building, an houſe for God to 'dwall in «a. 2 
| e d this 4 
Tait ling, that this whole viſible creation/-is 0p _ 
ty a theatre or ſcaffold for rearintz the boule, 


N * Wee the, 8 is nt” = 
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4 - 5 L245 32; 28952 ob 34 Ving 1 8 115 thy * 

= {caffold will be taken down and committed te 

1 SM . 2 4 f be 4 - * | y . 1 
tthe flames. To diſcover the high eſtimate God 


| 


puts upon his church, he calls her by the moſt 

= — endearing names and epithets. - He deſigns ber 
=  .#* ſpouſe, bi love, hit deve, kit undefileds | 
| - ö i treaſure, ig portion, his Hepbæi bab ana 


= Beulah, bis bed, his reſting place his walking 
pulwace, and his dwelling wins. 2 whole Tri- 
nity, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, lay them: 
ſeltes out in their particular œconomy for the 
up building of e The grace of the Fa- 
=  : . ther,the love and blood of the Son, and all the 
gracious influences and operations of the Holy 
= -Ghoſt-arc laid out for carrying on the work. 
The whole adminiſtrations of providence in the = 
. government of the world are adjuſted for the "2 
+ benefit-of the church, and the faithful members 
& + thereof, For this end the reins of adminiſtration, 
the keys of hell and death, were committed in- 
tdt.o the hands of Chriſt; For God hath given bim 
50 be bead oder all things unto, the chureh, 6 
= : which ir bit body. The Father bath; put all! 
= things into the hand of the Sen, that' ſe all the Þ 
=_—  _. whecls of providence might be roll'd, and turn d N 
About r he good of them that love bim, and || 
o are the called. according to; bis purpoſe 
; The whole inftitution and adminiſtration of; gof- 
2 pÞehordinances, and all the officers. of his ordina - 
- tion, whether ordinary or extraordinary, are de- 
gu d for her edification, as we ſee in that fore - 
eited, pb. iv. 11, 12, 13, Oc. This may let 
us ſee, what a valuable truſt we have ameng 
dur hands, to whom God has committed the al- 
fairs of the church, and how tenderly it concerns / 
= {us t6; manage them, even like thoſe who areto 
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Inf 2. le Chrift dhe ſtone in a way of emi- 
-nence? Then we may ſee how neceſſary an 
uſeful it is to preach Chriſt; why he is he ffonoas 
by way of eminence; the fone of God's laying, 
E of his chooſing, and the ſtone which God will 
have for 1 Nad fone of the: corner. Paul, is 
| & .a- wiſe maſter-builder, laid this foundation 2 
mong his hearers and declares that  anvorber - 
 * foundation can no man lay. It is Chriſt whom i 
- 8 we preach. I deſire; ſays he, o know norhbing _ 
-. 3 whole of the ſcripture revelation meets in him 

a8 its centre: All the hiſtories,” prophecies, _ 

promiſes, Pre- precepts, doQrines and orf. "88 
nances of the word, they are juſt full of Chriſt. 
The whole bible, what: is it, but the Teſtament 1 
e Chrif and the Feftimonial that Ohriſt 

brought! from heaven. Theſe are they” that 1 
/ me. 'Tibeſe things are writen tha DO = | 
e may believe in the name of the only begotten 
Som God, and tba Belirwing ye may Baue 5 1 | 
life in bim. And to be ſure what is the ſcope © 
| of the whole revelation of the mind of God q;Mö 
| in the word, ought to be the ſcope and deſign \ 
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ef all: our ſermons. Whatever particular doe- 
Itrines we inſiſt upon, ought ſtill to be graf. 
ted upon the bleſſed Branch that | ſprings dut g 
5 the root of %%, for the | with” is only right 9 
neee eee 
: Hence the great Mr. Dur ham telle us, in his 
beg ſermon on Ie. liii. That Chriſt fands 
. 8 under a four. fold relation to preaching, 1. He 3 2 ; 
che tent of itz all preaching is to explain 
- | kim, and that preaching that does nat ſtane - 
| 
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by. in celation to him, is a preaching beſides ths + 3 
% n 11 3 | | | 1 

tert, , He is the ground- work and foumdation 
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_ o the 4 He is is — end go gh 

E  - * narhely, 40:fee him on high in _ non 
+* aFeRions: of our hearers.' This defipn: of 
=. 4+ preaching is not to — has: nes but our 
=  * maſter, great, to cauſe his name to be m- 
died. 4. He is the very power and life of 
* * preaching, for Be e of God ana the 
- *, i/dom- of God, and. the .gofpel is called te 
= -. Homer Genu unto . becauſe therein 
we reuealed the ri 3 reouſnrfe of en 
1 * 5 20 faith. Thus eat mm. 
BY 4 oo aft 3 If the minions of the gelpel * buil- 
1 Aden of be houſe, then ſee hende the need of 


3 1. 
1 1 3. 


5 % a man's acqua intance with 'Ghri@ and 
. * of: religion, before he is admitted unto 


3 miniſterial 8 as. a fellow - builder in 
1 une houſe of God. - that man who ia vot 


8 22 acqua inted b 0 riſt in an eaperimen- 
=. a 3 may bo fair to rejectithe fone of God's 


5 o nocd building, and bury 
. many ſduls in the ruin of it. Ma- 
. Jones knoy one another; they have certain. figns 
E . - awd words by whichot themrane capable to Aiſtin- 
guiſn men of cheir own rt and buſineſs from o- 
1 2 rer; ſocskilful builders :in the houſe of God 
5 aue Fepabbe, iby-a ſpiritual diſcerning, t know 
1 it ſor being admitted to the werk ef 
che Lord; and uho not- If ich -@ diſcerni 


* en, even unt church tember, as to be 
3 whether obey: be :of 3 12 | 
M 2 Prophecy. ars Lone: abroad. in 
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wal miniſters of dhe goſpel aa 3 
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ay of * Mg 0 Fx Ag _ ile 4k. * __ 
The things: that thou  haft heard 2 me .- KO 


mong many. wineſes, the ſame. commit thou, ls 
. ua ' be able to reach 1 * 


. 1 

ö Inf 4% le it n the gene loin el 

i hs builders? thing ſee hence what a 1015 
and pernicious thing a corrupt, erroneous and. ig- 

E. þ 4 miniſtry is to the church ef Chriſt: 9127 | 

p 

7 

5 


they ſpbil, mar and deſtroy the gap "ray 
ceaſting away the ſtone, Which God 8 8 
40 be the chief one of the, corner. „ 


they run counter to the great plot 


ve mode of preaching ſome men have 6 
f unto,- with their harangues and bees & 
: ality, While Chrift is ſcarce name 


\egioning to the end of their. Pros Marg 

of hell to throw out the corne 
in order to bring us back e 
or antichriftian darkneſs. . Ghrift it the ia 
the: -worlg,.and if he be re moved, ori 


where are WR, but: juſt 770 the dar Haves | 
W the earth, aubich are full $f the: Z > 1 
2 berrid cruelty? 80 that I ſay, a area, 3 
W I 


niſiry, what. ever be their, fine. parts, * 

N church of Chrith -., * 
„H it be God's) great-, deſign clan hee 

Girl auld, be the chief fone of the:cpmes 5. 

| ket lay, be the bene blave b. es 

ſee hence, that all the ade ran of ng - the 

| of Chriſt bee 9 caulc 
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1 
lone which 1 the builders rejected. the ſame ſhall 
| become he heaa-ſtone of: the corner. The gates 
l hell have made many an attempt to get the 
tene ot God's chuſing rejected, in order to the 
'ruine of the church, but they have never yet | 
bg and never ſhall : . Infinite wiſdom 7 
hath” always taken the wiſe in rherr own 
eraftineſs,” and turned the counſel of the froward 
Beudleng, and made theſe” very devices of hell 
' and its inſtruments ſubſervient to lift the corner- 
ſtone 4 5 in the building, to the ſhime and 
42 ruin of theſe" who attempted to reject it. This 
mie ſtouc but out of the mountain, hath al- 
ways prov'd too hard for all the mettals tha : 
elaſhe with it, and ft will be ſo wt the end 
ſme. Ws g. 290 1 | 
"a Fer. 6. See from Achat n aid, What it 1 
| 100 es 2 flouriſhing church! It is not her ex- 
| "ternal peace, plenty or 9 not her con- 
| nection in politieks with kings of 2 
atrons, %herirors or any other ſet of men; bur 
ber cohnectien with the chief corner, ſtode. 
= Thi and chis only is What begutifies the Whole 
building, and makes her Fnereaſe with the inereaſe 


1 of "Gon." m3 BSE Hts of 
= Infer. 1. See does rent ground of lamen- = 
tation and humiliation! at "this" day. The ſtone 
1 398 rejefted,” whitcly God would hare to be the 

tef ftone of the corner': Is he not rejected in 
his proplictical office thro' the prevailing ig- 5 
norance "Sit unbelief, that is to be feund-am | 
che hearers of the goſpeF? Thee old com —— = 
e fill de renewed in our Gayyhiedbo! bark bee ff 
3 4 lere our repore 2 Is he tio jefted in ' his . 
prickly office, while the + gene ; with "| - 
ew yo * PO Tit "their own 2 
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| weſt, and refuſe the righteouſteſa gf God ? A 4 
is he not rejected in his kingly office and head. 
hip in his church, by the aboundag prophanity, 4 
atheiſm and immorality of qur day ; the ene : 
rality of profeſſed chriſtians their breaking his 
bands, and caſting his cords from them? 1 
cannot now ſtand to give a full mrrative of 
the injuries have been done to the oyal pre- 
1 of this King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. PPP 
The Roman antichriſt has for a long n 
HFuaded the 0 e of the 8on of od, by u- 
ſurping a head » Har? the church; He n i, 
'the 3 God, exalting himſelf alot al ; 
that is ' galled God. At the imperſect gc- A 
formation of England, when they threw off he 
Pope as head of the church, they lodged he 
{ame in the ng deckiring him to be ſupream 
| head in all caſes civil or ecclefiaftick. In the 
late days of Scorland's apoſtacy from God, the 
_ crown was © ſacrilegiouſly taken from Chriff's 
| head among us allo, and ſet upon the head of 4 
perſecuting apoſtate. Dreadful were the invs= i 
| 1555 and incroachments that were made upon | - if 
0 the crown royal of ee of Zion, by King, 
a | parliaments, and perſons of all ranks ; particu. 
7, tity by the act reſciſſory, whereby axes and _ 
hammers were lifted up upon the carved' work + + MX 
; of the temple, hewing down. the glorious worxk 
of reformation, reſtoring abjured prelacy, e. 
- | - ſcinding the obligations of our ſolemn covenants, 
- || yea ordering them to be burnt at the croſs'of  _ Þ 
" || Edinburgh, by the hand of the common hang. 
man, proſecuting to the very death all that . 
cd a work of reform ation. 
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40 
v thel blood days, ee and be. 
ay of Cheſt was contended for, by mar 
of. the Lord's worthics even wor deaths a 
It bes been the peculiar honour of the Maar 4 
Frag F in theſe da yp, of Per ſecu- 
= teſtimony -unto id a* the 
=. Dru and king of 80 church, in opppſitien 
unto theſedangerous and beer encroach- 
- nents that were made upon j nd it Is 
much po be regreted and kamentol, that fince the 
= Lord priced — eur ecaptivity, in any mesure, 
e ibs late. ogy aa revolution, whereby. we 


l * Y | | Were le from the | IRS PE of 12 pr. Ys E 
= B lave not been ſo for our .groat- 
8 ſo much 


1 Vic and bie p cee nk 
2 1 | ne, a8 might have been expecte 
NS. from 729 1 the ldows — 


en at were made up 99 in 
E days of publick 1 and. Re il 
86, inſtead of that, are there not invaſions. and 
Incroach ments made upon e of Cbriſt. 
A the immunities of his Kingdom, even ſince 
hy, period, particularly in TOY of Queen 
Anne deen when defigns . were. ny or the 
„ overthrow. of a proteſiant ſucceſſion, his Ne | 
2 _ and authority was invaded by an almoſt boun 
3 leſs toleration fe. all errors in doctrine and 12 ö 
2» jons-in_ worſhip, exce ting popery and bla 
5 againſt 1008 Holy 85 1 evile that 
never. prevail'd more in the memory of man in 
- theſe, lands, chan ſince the toleratignat was 
pia. His authority was at the. ſame. time 
- ed by the at * Patronages, * eby 
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power is given to a 


it. not matter of lamentation to ſee ſome of the 


heritors of the nation, in oppoſition to the known 


| ſynod has put me - place, where Lam in 
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P 
| malignant ford or laifd 80 
reſent a man, to take the charge of precious 
fo s, Who has perhaps ne more concern aboug” 
their ſalvation than the gteat Turk. — And is 


judicatories of this church, whoſe province it is 
to contend for the ſovereignty of Chriſt and the 
rights of his ſubje&s, falling in with patrons and 


rights of the chriſtian people, to elect and chooſe 
their own paſtors? How are the rigbts of the 
Lord's people invaded and trede upon by violent 
ſettlements, up and down the land? A cry is 
one up to heaven againſt the builders, by the 
pouſe of Chriſt, like that Cant. v. 5- The'wwatch-/: = 
men that went about the city, found me, tber, k 
ſmote me, \ they wounded me, the keepers of tb 
walls took away: my vail from me. A <ry and” 
complaint came in before the bar of the laſt 
aſſembly for relief and redreſs of theſs and; I 
many other grievances, both from miniſters 1 
and people; but inſtead of à due regard had + 
thereto, an act is paſt confining the power k 
election unto beritors and elders, whereby ET. 
new wound is given to the*prerogative of Chriſt, 
and the privilege of his ſubjects. — 1 ſhall fay-: _ 
the leſs of this act now, that I had opportunity - 
to exoner my ſelf, with relation to it, before 
the national aſſembly, where it was paſt; only 
allow me to ſay, that whatever church-authority ; : 
may be in that act, yet it wants the authorit ß 
of the [Son of Ged. All eccleſiaſtical autherts% 
under heaven is derived from him ank 
therefore any act that wants his authority, has  Mf 
no authority at all. And ſeeing the rebeteulck 
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A further, that chis aQ,, Ljudg 


y remedy be not provided, this act will. ver 
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Chriſt's ſtead, I muſt be allowed to ſay ef this; 
act, what I apprehend Chriſt himſelf would ſay: 
of it, were be. perſonally preſent; where I am, 
and that is, that by this act, the corner · ſtone 
is recided from, he is rejected in his r. mem: 
bers, and the rich of this world put in their room; 
I ſay, were Chriſt here preſent, I think he would 
ſay with relation to that act, In as much as ye 
did it unto one. of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it 
euro. me. By this act Chriſt is rejected in his 
authority, becauſe I can find no warrant from 

the word of God, to confer the ſpiritual privi- 
poor: Whereas by this act, the man with the 
gold · ring and gay cloathing, e eee the 

man with the vile raiment and peor attire. 1 
X sit inconſiſtent 

with the principles and practices of tho boſt ro- 
formed churches, aſſerted in their publick Cun. 
feſhrons of Faich, and particularly wick the 
known-principles of this chureb, fince the re. 
formation, aſſerted in our books of / difcipliney - 

- "which we are bound by ſolemn covenant to 

maintain, I am firmly perſwaded, that if a time-. 


oon termibate in the 'overthfow of the churet 
ef Scotland, and of a faithful minifiry therein; 
in regard, that the power of electing miniſter“ 
is thereby principally lodged in he hands of 
ſet of men Wbo are generally diſaffected to the 

power af godlineſs, to the doctrine, diſcipline; - 
worſhip and goverament of this eh urch, as wal 0 
as to the government of aur gracious ſovereign 
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All found preabyterians who read the hiftory ' 
ol our forefathers, generally approve; of the prac · 
tice of Mr. Samuel! Rutherfoord, Mr. James 
Guthrie, and other worthy mia iſters of this * } 
church, who proteſted againſt the publick 'reſo- - | 
Jutions, as à thing inconſiſtent with our cove- 9 
nants, and prejudicial to the work of reforma- 
tion, altho thereby the door was only opened 
to malignant to come into places of civil or 
military truſt; and we who live at this time of 
day, may ſee the pernicious effects theſe reſolu · 
tions had in the church of Scotland: But what 
would our forefathers. have thought, or what 
wll fucceeding generations think of this act of 
aſſembly, whereby malignants are veſted, not 
with a civil or military, but with an ecclefi- « 
aſtical power, in the ſettlement of the gener. 
lity of miniſters through the church of Scotland? 
By which means the church of Scotland, and 
her faeted privileges are \render'd - exceeding = 
„cheap, even in the eyes of her avowed enemies, 
this Teig a compliment they neither ex ected 
i || noridefired at our bands. But after all, I have 
| 5 . e ee that this _— 3 from 
3 being the mind of the generality of prosbytexiet 
; | Acne this national church, Wen Yo 4 
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| , | | therefore x "i -* 
I de made agxinſtit, in order to prevent its pernici. — | 
Muy leſt inference ſhall be in'a, word of c | i 
" |  hirration. Are miniſters, of the goſpel build. . 
5 "ors of the Wee” - and is it the great plot'of 
' heaven, to have C 


\ 
* 
| 
"i * 


| — 0 exalted un the head flone © | if 
of the corner.? Iden let me call and 'extors - 8 
my re verend brethren and fackory, (and 1 dere N 
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A „ N 
_. » to apply the exhortation to my ſelf) to coneur 
©. © wich heart and hand, ic lifting up the chick 
_ ..  comerſtone, and making his name to be remem- 
_ +: bered unto. all generations, that the people may 
—_— 9 4 him for ever and ever. However he has 
been, or ſtill is rejected by other builders, yet 
let us ſtudy to exalt him, ſaying one to another, 

O, magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt 
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his name together. 
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I hall not tay, after what has been ſald, to 
uſe many 'morives ; only, in ſo many words, let 
us confider the excellency of his perſon, and 

the relation he bears to us and others of our 

tride or family, both by nature and office, he 
being Immanuel Ged with ur, ordained the 
| great Prophet, Prieſt and King of the church, 
tdaoanſwer the maladies and miſeries of ignorance, : 

2 I 1 and bondage we are brought under, by the | 
lig of the firſt Adam Let us conſider, that it 

2x es Father's will that all men ſhould honaur. | 
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1 Fim at they honour the Father bhimſelf; yen 
E Father has. highly exalted him, and given 
in a name above every name, and hath order 
ed that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus. 
£5 the Tora, to the glory of hir eternal Fat her. 
Let us conſider that this is the work of the Holy 
Gboſt, the greet ſcope of all his dictates in the 
| word, and of.all his. graces, influences and ope- 
rations in the heart? being to lift up this corner 
gone, John xvi, 14. He ſhall gloriſie me, for he 
Hall receive of mine, and ſhall fhew/it unto ou. 
This is the work wherein angels delight to be 
employed: With what alacrity do they cele- 
"= brate is nativity, and tell the tidings of it unto 
the ſhepherds, Eule ii. 10. Behold I bring you; ' i 
8 0a Feazngs of great Jay, which ſhall be to al 
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-Lord; and thereupon, ger. 13. 4 multitude . of 
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people, for "unto you if born this day in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which zs Chriſt th 


the heavenly hoſt praiſe God, ſaying glory to Go 
zn the higbeſt, and on earth peace, and good-wilh 


-prophets under the Old Teſtament, they all pro- 
pheſied of him, teſtiied of his ſufferings, and of, 
rhe glory that ſhould follow. They were as fo 
many harbingers, ſent to prepare. the . world for 
the reception of this glorious perſon, — All the 
apoſtles, prophets,” evangeliſts, paſtors and teach- 


ers, given by him unto the New Teſtament © © 


church, have had this, as the great ſcope of their 
miniſtry, to ou the body of Chriſt, by lifting - 
up the gloty e ead-ſton orner, 
Ned. iv. 10. In ſhort, this is and has been the 
buſineſs of the church militant here upon earth, 
and will be the work of the church triumphant _ 
thro eternity. They all with one voice cry, 
Worthy zs the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 


power and riches. and wiſdom and ſtrength, - 


and bonour, and glory and bleſſing, Rev. v. 12. - 
And is it not (glorious encouragement to us, to 


lift up the honour of our Redeemer, when we - i 
have ſuch good company to join us in our work: . Ml 


Again, let us confider that Chriſt 'is the ' 
without which there can be no building, 
for he is the church's All. Chriſt it all and in 
all. Hg is her light, her life, her righteouſneſs, _ 
her ſtrength, her peace, her food, her cloathing, 
her wiſdom, her holineſs. So that if he be want: 
ing, all is wanting, and the church is ruined... 
We cannot anſwer the commiſſion we bear from 
our great Maſter, if we do not exalt the chief 
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toards men. This was the work of all the 1 


this head-ſtone of the coruler, 
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; - I, 283. ve are to be 


Helen; 


muined their once glorious, 1 


the thoughts and intents 


Bon, as the only ground 


3 bloe e works of. 
> 
= 9 which . e % | 


oy 52, 


irit Yo Ken 
vorbing among our Nt, 2991 rift and him 


Ware 2 ways to a 9 the re · 


70 may be made wa 2 1e 
o conclude we can neyęr fin our courſe 
Joy, and the miniſtry we haye received of the 


Lord, except this be the great ſcope of our woi 
whether in doctrine, diſctpline, lp or —4 
vernment. I ſhall, mut up this diſcourſe, with 


few advices in order to our being ſucce ſolu 


builders of this glorious derb 

is the head · ſtone of. the 00 
1. Then let us be ware ofthe 

this mentioned, - whereby the 


whereof Ghoſt. 
eg errors. * 


builders 
md uric 
themſelves in the ruiys thereof Let us beware 


of thoſe doctrines vented in our. days. which dif- 


rage the perſon of our glorions  Retlee 
19 45 eroga te from 15 ſupreme and T 


Deity, or his headſhip ard for overcignty in Nis 


church. Let us beware of nauſeating the ſpi- 


- ritualir 7 of his doArine, and the ſublime my. 

ttkties o 

- the harang 
the law let us open it in Ry extent and ſpi · 

krituality, fo as to turn In its edge 


our holy religion, preferring thereuate - 
ues of moraliſts. When we preach 


n the heart 


and conſciences, that it 


E. uy a. ee of 
mo heart. * 
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mne. 


preach ap the N e 5 | 
. nners aaron 


— of every thing ih at has the Jekſt ten- 
' | dency #0 foſter a {inner in 625 nope of ſalyatien 
the law. us beware -of 


king up the door of Far to „ Cbeid, by. 
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had; but in Chriſt himſelf. Let us beware of 
formality either in preach ing or praying, where- 


L.A 


. 


Ye 


by we may deaden the ordinances: of God, to 
our own fouls or the ſouls of our hearers; and. 
in order thereto, let us take care to licenſe: or lay = 
hands upon none, but fuch, as in the judgment 0.; | 
of (charity, we have reaſon, to think ate ac” - 
uainted with the power of godlineſe, even 
823 been trained! up in literaturt * 
at the foot oa profeſſor: of divinity. Let ng = 
beware of carval policy in the matter + 
Chriſt's kingdom and glory. Let us beware 
of valuing our ſelves uppn the favour of men i 
Jtenat or ſmall, Eſpecially let us take cave, / 
that we be not ſwayed in the matters of Chrift 
| I + with tho favour of great men, for this has been 
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a fnare in Miſp ab and a nat ſpread upe Talor. 
Let us ſtudy impartially the exerciſe ef dig 
cipline, and beware: of turning the edge of it 
againſt them that deſerve: it leaſt. And ler 
8 us ſet: our ſelves to ſtop theſe paſſages into tie 
5 houſe of God; by which: thieves and robbers © 
moſt ordinarily enter, that the houſe ef God bo 
not turned into à den of thie ve. 
2. In order io our being ſucceſsful builder 
let us ſeek © the, builders: word from the great 
maſter-builder; for there is . a word Wich 
Chriſt gives to his faithful miniſters, wheteby tile 
art of building is much conveyed, Fob xvil. 14. VM 
I have given them thy word. Without this 
word from the mouth of Chriſt, we will never 
| | know the true art of building the church: By - _ Ml 
1 this word the man of God is made a perfe& + '. 
: builder, throughly furniſhed unto every 'goad '  ' ll 
s work: And if you ask me, what is that word? 
S : 1 anſwer, it ia an experimental nog 2 a . 
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with the power of the u n the 
ticularly the knowledge of that leading myſte- 
©, God maniſeſted in the fleſh... > 

3. Let us _ care that every ſt 


* 


building correſpond with the foundation and 

corner ſtone; 3 doctrines or practices 
don't hang right with this regulating ſtone, let 
that be caſt. In order to which, let us examine 


d upon the ſoul, par- 


ane of the | 


"our own and others doctrines and converfation 
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„Let le much at a throne of a grace 
the: countenance of the great Maſter and aſ- 
„ - itance of bis Spirit, for excepr the Lord build | 
=". be. Houſe, the builders build in vain. Paul 
- may Plant, and: Ap | 
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HE following 
great noiſe. thro” ＋ 
ern of the land: Deſt any ft 
aui bor is aſhamed of bir 
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Ahe world with the other. He had begin to 
Preach from that tert Iſa. ix. 6. in Nodem- by 
ber 30, 1731 and having ſpoke to the tavo firſt 
- clauſes, be took vecaſion June 4. 1732. viz. Sab- 
bath evening after the celebration f the Sa- 
crament at Stirling, to inſiſt upon the ctauſe 
immediately following, The government ſhall. TS, 
© be upon his ſhoulder, as he has been inſiſting 
+ 5 the following fart of the verſe ever 
—_ Some were of opinion, that the ſuhiei was 
_ ' unſuitable to the occaſion, after people hal been. 
4 4 communion-table; but it would appear, . 
hat ſuch as think ſo, do not canſier, that hy 
=. Chriſt aid wage to the throne and government | + 
e bis medzatory kingdom- thro” blood. For my 
Pear I do not know how one can be better enter- 
dainea, either at or immediately after he has 
- been al the Lord's table (hewing forth his death, 
han by. letting him know, that he who was 
= . dead is now alive, and lives for evermore, 
_— Having the keys of hell and death in his hand. 
a more comfortable to à believer, than to 
Ver that the Lamb ſlain r now in the midſt. 
of the throne, <wzrh rhe reins of government 
m bit band, eſpecially in a day of trouble and 


of treading down, and of perplexity from the 
Dod God of Hoſts in the valley of viſion? Px 
diert judg'd it amiſs. en ſuch an. occaſion, . 
0 . the Aﬀ of Agembly anent the | 
een vacant congregations, which had © 
de Pall 4 fow dars before. All. that ig need- 
ul tobe ſaid in anſwer to which is, that the 
=  Priblick wound given by that act was freſh, and 
es leert of the poor people of Gd e 5 
P77 ·˙ A. d Rd ne IS 


Lt 


. : — 
P:£ * * —— | * 


1 * 1 1 EE 6 
4 l : 
. * * \ * 5 * 1 ö 0 . * 
4 \ ** . 


1 
WP 


* 


_ "ſee themſelvet ſpoil'd by thoſe who ſhould been . 
the guardians f their ſpirzual ' rights and © 
© priqileges ; and what could be more proper than k 
To Panſe the green wound, and pour in ſome of. © 
tze healing balſam of goſpel-conſolatzon, ariſing - i 
front the government of theer great King, who © il 
rules iu the midſt of his enemie. = 


. * 


The author never pretended to deliver eser 
HPariicular word or ſentence, contained in his. 
notes, which to him would be the greateſt ſtave- 

15 and confinement. But as the ſermon ſtood. 

zn his notes, ſo it comes abroad; and he ſuppoſes 

_ that there will be but very inconſiderabls paria - 
ron. Only the preamble, when he enten b 
ne text is added, without which it would have MM 
booked fomewhat abrupt; beſides ſomething hoh ⁊² 
not time that evening to overtake, at the ena - Ml 
the diſcourſes. He preached two other [ermons \ Mi 
on the fame clauſe e the verſe, the ſabbath fob 
bowing, which there was no time to tranſtrihe © 
_. for the preſs, otherwiſe the diſcourſe might beew 
| more per fact, and the omiſſions quarreled by. 
FF 
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lad ix. 6. Far unto ur 4 Aide 17 1 unte 
f 4 ſon 3s given, ang the government ſhall 
e upon bis ſhoulger ; and hes amg fhall be 


"called, Wongerful, . punlellor, The mighty God, 


"The Fuerlaſts 2 father, The Prince of peace. 


HE great defign of God in his whole - 
. of Exe ion and providence, 


. „ men. 1 is thi BE David Ph 
- xix. from whe beginning. The VEavens declare the 
glory. of Gog, und the firmament ſhewerh hir 
Handy- vor. Day unte day uttereth ſpeech, and 
might unto 2 Sea, | 
Ade ak d, what th 02 % defign of od is in the 
* ſcriptures'?.. 1 anſwer, F jy to bring 8. loſt 
world to the knowledge 205 8 Saviour, Who 7s 
the brightneſs . The. yy Web 'c 44 and the. 
expreſs image Nt hes perſos - the pro- 
Phecies, promiſes, hiſſoties and doctrines a 
- the word, do point us to him, as the needle iy | 


tb mariners compaſs: points 30 the  pole-ftar" * 


E273 bers * 


the e wit N N 
We 


age ok 2o0ks. the - 


e And ifit © 
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1 | 


all the lines of religion meet in him eee 


; Fore righteouſneſs, to eve one that - believerb® 


| "a" the de apoſtles Ke the Mew 8 | 


were ſent unto all nations with the fil ver trum 
pet of the everlaſting goſpel in their mouths, 
, what was the great theme of their ſermens? 
it was juſt to make Chriſt known among the 


nations; he was the Alpha and Omega of their 1 


whole miniſtry; *tis Chriſt, ſays- TA to be 
Colgſſtanr, whom we preach 5 and writing to hs 
Coriuibi ans, he declares, and hv d. wed tories - 
nothing among them, but Chi and un 
eruci ſied. In ſhort, firs, our procebing a and your 
hearing is in vain, unleſs we bring yon in to the 
Ea p of Chriſt and an acquaintance wick 
bim; He ir the foundation God bath laid in 
Zion, and another foundation can no matt lay. - 
Our defign in preaching, and yours in 2 


Ig 


ſhould be to make you truly gracious and s- 7 f 4 


ligious; but how ſhall ever a man be ee —— Mi 
ted with the power of godlineſe, if be bes 2 __ 
ſtranger to him who i is. the great m yſtery of it,, © 8 
even God manifeſted in the fleſb? How ſhalt. L i 
we ever fulfil the law as a covenant, but by a6. = 
ance with him, who ig the end of rhe U 


ow mall we ever fulfil it as a rule, but by 7 - 2 1 
faith in him, who 3s the glory of our ſtreug te 


And how ſhall we ever come to God, from whows .  - 
| we are ſeparate, but by him, WR"; 14 rhe we be : oN 9 14 
the new and liping way, and without WO, 


here i no coming to the | Father? 80 nt 
enter, That I may commend him to K 


: have read this text of ſcripture, - Which is 4% 
full of Chriſt, as any that we meet with in the 
; 8 of GY 


and the more of ri | 
in any text, the more marrow” aid; „ . 4 


he ith more . Kor 1 Tree wilt bei 3 4 
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it to the ſoul that knows him. To us a child is | 
dom to us a ſ0n is given, and the government ſhall 4 
se pon his ſhoulder, &c. KBS 


de prophet in the cloſe of the preceeding 
chapter, having ſpoken of dark and diſmal days 
of trouble and diſtreſs, comes in the beginning 
of this, to comfort and encourage the hearts of 

true belie vers, with the great and good thinge 

which were a coming in the days of the great 
Meſſiab; and there are three great Neu- Feſta- 
muent bleffings he condeſcends upon. 
B Firſt, Great light ſhould ſpring up to à loſt 
_ world, ver. 2. The people rhat walked in dark- 
e haveſeen a great Light; they that duell in 
= Zzhe land of the ſhadow of death, upon them hath 


- : 
24 
* * 
* 
- N 
od 


E - sbe light ſbined This world, particularly af the 
Beentile nations, before the coming of Chriſt, was a 
Aungeon of darkneſs, it was a valley of the-ſhadow 
bf death, for want of the goſpel light, or aher 
20 ain ig tbe peoßle perifp . But by the com- 
ng ef Chriſt, whoſe going: forth were prepad 
=. as the norning, in the diſpenſation of the eyer- ' 
laſting golpel, liſe and immortality are brought. 
to light, on which account we in this land maß 
om iſſue with Zachari at in his ſong, Tue i. 
5. Through the tender mercies of our God y 
whereby i lay ſpring from on high hath u : 
©  fited us, to gie light to them that fit in dab. 
des, and in ths ſhadow of death, io guide du I 
Nee into ibe un of peace... Oh! that there Were 
da uaitable ieee among rbeſs 
Who have it in the external diſpenſation of it; 
ut alas, is not that word of Chriſt too apps; | 
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2 ( . 
. to ; many; Light zs come Into ts —_ 
' and men have loved darkneſs rather than 2 25 
| becauſe etherr deeds are evil. 
A. ſecond great New Teſiament bleſſog the | 
prophet. ſpeaks of, is joy in the Lord. ver. 
5. Thog haſt multiplyed ihe nation and not en- 
"creaſed the joy ; they joy before thee. according * 
to the Joy in Zar deff, and as men Yejoice;avher . 
- = zhey diuide the ſpowl.. The holy nation of the N A = 
x New Teſtament church, would be multiply'd 'Y 
upon the promulgation of the goſpeblig og 0 IETIN k > 
that Chriſt would have the dew: of Jer youth =o A Wu | 
2 the flomings in of rhe nations unto the booms” 5h 8 = 
of the: church; but yet the carnal joy of rat 
fhould not be thereby 'increas'd, like that of 
the Jews, when they ſat under their vines, and 1 42 
under their fig. trees, eating the milk and honey,” 5 i 
of the land of Canaau; z yet there ſhould. be a- i 
bundance of ſpiritual joy in the Lord, which. 
would put. more gladneſs in the hearts of ns 2 
converts, than the joy of the harveſt, or of them 2 
|| that divide the ſpoil. Oz/zr2e, That the joy * | 
1 faith, which terminates in the perſon, rightcoul- 
. F nels and fulneſs of Chriſt, and the favour of God 
"| through, him, infinitely exceeds all the: carnal - - 
Imirth and jollicy of a tranfient world, which: is” 
{ but. like t he crackling of thorns under à pot; the. 
joy of faith is a Joy unſpeakable: my full” of 


= e 8 Eh | 
1 8 ena liberty and freedoms. is the third 3 
- | "Te ac blofiing. that would follow the great 


I Meſfiab, ver. 4, 5. For thou has braten het * 5 8 | 1 
8 =” of his burden; and ſtaſ of his ſhoulder, ris 8 _ # 
|| Þ-rod of bie ofprefor, at in the dap of "Mas? =Y _ i 
Et. iow. 2 3 e el the am et: Me ©: _ 
22 HY <6 2 


AY 


bh. 


Ct Ing OY £2 44 of "i a” "4 2 * 
> J * — 4 * 228 9 * n WET.” 
Wn v 
At. « . 4 


| „ CCC 
coefur d noiſe, and garments rolled in Hood, 
Fos this ſhall be with burning and fewel of 
Fre. As Gideon was an inſtrument in the band 
* of God; for breaking the heavy yoke of eppreſ- 
ion, that Midian had wreathed about the neck 
df Iaciof old; ſo Chriſt, upon his com ing like 
wt mighty champion, ſhould travel in the greats 
naaeſs of bis ſtrength, to deliver poor ſinnets from 
the hands of all their, enemies, fin; ſatan, the 
world, and the curſe of a broken law, unto which 
|  qhey were in bondage; but yet let it be obſerved; 
cat there is a great diſparity betwixt Gideon s 
way of reſcuing Arael and Chriſt's way of des 
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| - | livering his people from their ſpiritual bondage, 
for Gideon at that time delivered Mae by the 
force of carnal Arms, wit the couſus d noiſe of 
. warriour, and garments rolled in blood, 
TUDat the weapons of Chriſt's kingdom are not ſuch; 


nose chey are not carnal, but mighty thre God, 
_ _ - zo the. pulling down of ſtrong holds. Chriſt's 
= - kingdom is to be reared, and ſpiritual liberty 
 .  broyght: about, by burning and fewel of fire, or 
MO bythe bit ef judgment and the ſpirit of burn 
— ng, chap. iv: 4. that is by the power of the 
tic ſpirit of Chriſt coming along with the dif- 
 penſation of goſpel' light, which would burn up 
_— _ . and:conſume the luſts and corruptions of men, 
ill the works. of the devil, even as fire con- 
Www combuſtible matter, that is caſt into it. 
e. ) should ask who is he, and: where | 
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nedtelg chem char 4 eie Bold concetie ths Ai 
bring forth a ſon, and they ſball call his name i 
Immanuel ; now ſays he, this is he that ſhall do 
all theſe great wonderful things upon his appear- = 
ance upon the tage of time, for to us he is born, 
wad wurke raves - COIs 
In the words we may notice theſe things follows 
ing. 1ſt. The incarnation of the great Meſſias, 1 
| | for here the prophet ſpeaks of his | birth. 2. 
His donation; be is the gift of God to a loſt = 
world, To us 4 ſon is given. 2. His advance- 
ment to the ſupreme rule and autherity, .7 he 
government ſhall ve upon his ſhoulder, 1, His cha- 
rater and defignation. in five names here given 
him, which ſhows that he has a name 4. 
bove every name, 'Wonderful Counſeloum, the 
everlaſting Fatber, mighty God, and. Prince 
of Peace. 5. We have the relation he ſtands in 
to loſt finners of Adam's family; he js born 
to us, he ig given to us, and not td Ws 
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which fell: 6. We have the a 
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I PS bim e bis * yea nailed te 
- it, and ing out his ſoul unto death, in a wa 
= Fl of ſatiafaftion ro juſtice for, our fins 4 but 30 


would lead you into- Mount Sion, that ye may 
view him ſwaying the ſceptre of heaven; for 
the government is laid upon his ſhoulder, 'the 
_— Father hath put all things unto his hands for 
= the good of his church. What is necdful for the 
1 earlen of theſe words, will occur in ſpeaking 
to this doctrine, That as the church is Chrift's 
_ Freutiar kingdom in this world, ſo the govern- 
mess thereof isby the Father's ordination com- 
=_ . mitted to him, or laid upon his ſhoulder. 
= WV For confirmation of the doctrine, I need only 
1 t the words of the text, tho many other 
= Fe might be adduc'd, which to gain time 
1 1 ware at preſent, To us achildis born, to us 
13 5 Son 35 given, and the government ſhall be 
3 upon his bear In diſcourſing of which doc- 
trine, through divine aſſiſtance, l all endeavour 
80 do theſe things. I. I would offer a few 
= . thoughts anent the church or kingdom of Chrift 
= in the; world. II. Speak a little of the govern- 
ment of his kingdom. III. How it is, _ 
= mitted to bim by his Father. IV. Why 
ti 8 to N, or laid upon his ſhoulder, 


; Be ppl 

| SPI, offer a fow thoughts anent the 
=. - eek or kingdom of Chriſt in this world. 1. 
. then, By the church I underſtand that remnant 
3 *. N am family, who being determin'd. to 
. - nn: [their covenant with hell, and their a wad 

ment with death, join themſelves to Chrift; as 

their Prophet, Prieſt and K ing, either in realy, 
- or by. 2 viſible and credible profeſſion of the 
- Hick is > him. Thie temnant of Adan $ Solty. 
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as they are ſcattred through the world, "make 

the church univerſal, and any particular, mem 
ber of this, whether in a nation, congregation," © 
1 or family, are called particular churches, nation _ >_ 
y al, parochial or domeſtick ; but flill theſe are 4 
* but branches of the church univerſal, which — 
* makes the myſtical ore” of Chriſt in the world,  . 
hh 2. The church or kingdom of Chriſt, during = 
* 


N 


the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, was peculiarly 
os cConſin'd to the poſterity of Abrabam, to the 
S nation of the Jews, excepting a few gentile pro- 
1 ſelytes : But now fince the coming of Chriſt in 
che fleſh, and his reſurrection from dead, is 
extended alſo to the gentile nations, agcording - 
to F ſal. ii. 8. the partition-wall being removed. 4 
and a door of faith opened to the gentiles, Chriſtkqq 
' 85 now ſer for an enſign to the gentile world. Iſa. 
xi. 10 And in that day there ſhall be à root of 
Jeſſe, which ſball ſtand for an enſign to the pev- 
Pie; ta it ſball the gentiles ſeek, and bit reſt © 
7 ſhall be glorious. 3. All the ſubjects of Chrifl's 
Ekingdem and government, are originally brought  - 
a | out of the territgries of hell, being children of F 
rah even as others. Every man by nature. 
comes into this world, wearing the devils N 3 
N ok original fin and of a depraved nature, tit! 
Chriſt in a day of power come and ſet the ca- _ 
tive of the mighty at liberty 3 the ſtreng man © 
keeps the houſe, till Chriſt, who is the enger, 
enter in and ſpoil him of his goods, and fre, A 
the poor ſoul from the ' pewer-of darkneſs: inn 
to bis Kingdom of light. 4- The great engine | x 
Whereby Chriſt rears up a kingdom to himfelf 
in the world, is the preaching of the .cyerl:{tiny -- 
goſpel, accompany'd with the power and effics-- ©. 


of bis Tpirit, This is call'd % rod of Bs 
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, whereby he maket 4 206 People. 
- T he De x the power of God 2 
and it is by :heſe weaponry which. are uot carnal 
ut mzghi 52 bro God, he caſts down firong holds, 
The urch and kingdom of Chriſt being 
unded and Boverned by him, in whom all the 
treaſuret of wiſdom and knowledge are bid, can- 
not miſs of being one of the beſt regulated ſocie- 
ties in the world as under his. management, what- 
ever Irregularities may be found in her throu 
the corrupt ions of men iptermingling with t 
concerns of the kingdom. The church, be- 
Tauſe of her comely order and regularity, 8 
The is moulded by her king in the midſt of Kt 
is compar'd into a city lying four ſquate, Rev. 
xi. ſhe is ſaid to be comely as Feryſalem, beauti- 
Jul for ſituarion, the joy of the whole earth. Every 
Ny ln to tender any kingdom or ſocic- 
£ reg lar is to be found in the. arch or Kr 
1 2 0 As 
1 98 well FR Tia bath. its fouls, 
85 & bat 1275 church oof 8 * and e laws 
1ven er King &re Gly, Juſt aua 00d, 
= all 4 true ſu fu) bjects of the kingdom del 
3 the laws of their « 3 being the anale pt 
bf infinite wiſdom and ien ace 1 
2. A kingdom bath its officers. under its ting, 
8 fo. hath the l of Chriſt; for be gave 


ſome apoſtles, ſome 1 $14 I, evangeliſts, faſtors 


"and teachers, for i e efting of the church, 
T4 the 75 of jog, of Cbril: Til 
i "i -- all come in tbe ls 
s- knowledge 277 * Som 4 Goa: unto. 4 per- 


aith, and of 


m an. ap e ek e of the ſtature »f th 
Ep dee . 4 ba 5 
lee ers * 10 1 
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66 
be ſerv'd * 1 at this table, according 0 ws 
Mire@ion, Z 


| Feels attend to receive the will of the king, and 
the benefits of his adminiſtration; and ſo hath 
che church. David ſpeaking of the Old Tel. 
tament church, and particularly of Jrriſſalem, 
a type of the New Teſtament church, tells as, 
here are the thrones of judgment, the thrones 
of the houſe of David, whither the tribes go up, 
i be tribes of the Lord to the teſtimony e Iſs al. 
The church of Chriſt, even the church militant 


bath ber courts for government, where the key N 


of diſcipline is exerciſed, and her courts for 
_ worſhip, where the doQrine, the ordinances 
of worſhip are diſpenſed. 

4. A kingdom hath, its ſeal: We: ; bear. 79 
tl of the broad ſeal of the kingdom, which 
is commonly appended into charters for their - 
confirmation. 90 in the kingdom of Chriſt be 


* hath appended two publick ſeals | unto” the 


charter of his covenant of grace, 92s. baptiſm 
and the Lord's ſupper, the laſt of which we hade 
been this day diſpenſing unto you for the con- 
firmation of your faith, as tothe validity .* 
the charter, and happy for ever is that man, 
who has got the internal ſeal of the ſactamt 
and privy ſeal of the Holy Spirit with "r, for 
be #5 Galea up to the day of redemption. | 
5. A kingdom commonly hath ite enemies to 
ple with, both foreign and inteſtine ; and- 
py h the kingdom of Chriſt, the gates of hell 
and its auxiliaries have in all ages been attempt · 
ing tooverthrow the kingdom ef Chrift in the 
woeld, the Dragon with his angels and armies. 
OT I ae” Michael and his angelt, ava 


3. A kingdom hath ite courts, head 108 ſubs , 4 KH 
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the war between the ſeed of the woman, and the 
ſeed of the ſerpent, like that betwixt Amalek 
and Iſrael will never end while the world ſtands. 
But beſides the foreign enemies the church of 
Chriſt hath to deal with, inteſtine enemies, cor- 


LAY 


rupt officers, members and miniſters, pretending 


to build; and yet cauſing the work to ceaſe, in 
as far as in them lies. Yea, the true ſubjecte 
of this kingdom of Chriſt, have the enemy of a 
deceitful and corrupt heart within them, that is 


ready to join hand with the enemy that is more 
foreign. The kingdom of Chriſt is a theatre of 
continual war from the diſturbances perpetually 
created by ſame of theſe enemies, and will bi 


militant while in this world, for we wreſtle 2 


with fleſh and blood only, but with principali- 
diet aud powers, againſt the rulers of the dark- 


— 


net of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs 
in high Places; and ye who have been this day 


at the banqueting-houſe, provide and prepare fer 
Z 
6. A kingdom hath its armies and auxiliaries; 


aud ſo hath the church of Chriſt, being in a con- 
federacy with the Lord of hoſts; the armies of 
Heaven are ready to fight her quarrel, and to ftep 

A to the aſſiſtance of the true believer, who is 
minting | | $ 
the condutt of the captain of ſalvation; aad be- 
*.-eauſe all the ſubjeQts. are ſoldiers, here is a 


F 


ro fight the good fight of faith, under 


4 


Mitable military equipage provided for them, the | 


' ſhield of faith, the helmet of ſalvation, &c. 


7. A kingdom hath its fortifications and trong 
holds; and fo hath the church of .Chrift. Iſa xxvi. 
3. In that day ſhall this. ſong be ſung in the 
dana of Judab, we have a ſtrong city. ſalvation 


win God appoint for walls and tubwarks. The 


4 
ron „ 
: 7 + 4 


3 W225. 6 ” 3 * * as 2 1 | 
F t 4 WAR EO, > OC OR ns 2 nn M4 W " 14.6% e U 

8 1 3 as 3 N 3 MI 3 Ars r ab 2 bs Cy & Run X 

L wh y oy IN A 2. TY 8 Bo, 4 1 z NE FIRES 1 N "5 2 
4 . 1 2 3 * I" 2 . 8 N i 8 
1 . FP 2 4+. 5-8 nt EUR STING LS. : C oy Ef. WI 1 fx a 
. 2821 dc - = N 1 22 e e 3 1 8 s . 
5 3 * I ENT: ov ooo dC eto ee he > N 
N 9 2 . — 2 * O 1 


ba 
= IBN 


8 
WT: 
$ 


* P * * ” * 
: 4 * by e TY we = 
NN SO * 2 5 bs 8 wy 2 5 | Y ; nh #*47 me on” I 
8 N 1 Sy k 2h en N 
* * By . . 14 2 
* Wo > 
7 


| Krong ramparts of the kingdom are the divine 
attributes; for as the mountains are round about 
Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord encompaſſerh them tha. 
car Bim. A God in Chriſt is the churches re * 
fuge, Pſal. xlvi. 1. God zs our refuge, a very 
' Preſent help in rrouble. * + 
The Second thing was to ſpeak a little of the i 
government and adminiſtration of the kingdom. 
What | have to offer as to this, take. in the . 
particulars following. 1ſt, Chriſt himſelf you 
ſee in the text is the great and glorious Gover- _ WM 
nor, The government ſhall be upon bis ſhoulderz 
Pſal. ii. 6. Tet Baue 1 ſet My keng upon my So- | 
ty bill of Zion. Micah. v. 2. But ihn Bech- 
lehem Ephratab, #hingh thou be little among 
the rhouſands of Fudah, yet out of thee ſhall he 
come forth unto me, that if to be ruler in Iſrael: vj 
| Whoſe goings forth have been Mold, from evers 
laſting. Micah. ii. 13. And their king ſball pa 
before them, and the. Lord on the bead of them. q 
Bph. i. 22, 23. He hath gi ven him to le the head 
over all f hin 1 to the church, which 15 his Body, | 
the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all. Oh how 
may the church of believers pride themſelves in 
their king and governor, ſay ing, The Lord is our 
Aefence, the holy one of Iſrael is our king, in 
him ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtify'd,and 
ſball glory. 2. All things in heaven, earth and 
bell are put under the power of Chriſt, for the 
more advantagious government of his eburch . 
8 i. 22, 23- juſt now quoted, and Phil. ii. „ 10, ' 
„„ So that not only the government of the church. 1 
but the government of angels, men and devils, “ 
aqll thing viſible and inviſible are in the hand of 
I Chriſt for the ſake of his church. Hence is that. ⁵ 
g | promiſe or article of his latter will, Rem. viii. 
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wonderful and ſurprizing; 
= the name. | 
ie wonderful in his perſon, and wonderful in 
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1 SY rogerhov. aa: 10 
tem tbat love God, te them who are the call. 
ad: according. 19 bis purpoſe. 3. Chrift the 
King of Zion 18 wond 
2 tna government and Mind aten: Tou read 
of his qualifications for it; Id. ii. 2, 3, 4. And 
\fpirer of ihe Lord ſball reſt 
E of waſadom and underſtanding, 
47 and might,” the ſpirit of' knowledge 
4 of- the © fear of the Lord. And ſhall na 
¶ quick underſtanding, in the far 0) 
3 4 and be ſball not judge after 
bt of: his eye eyess neither 
aries of bis ears. But wath rig eouſneſt 


| ball = Junge the poor, and leprove wirh egui. 
9 . far the. meek 


of zhe earth. And be ball 
nie be earth with the rod of bis month, and 
"avis. the.” breath of . his lips ſhall he ſlay 
- Wicked... Ohl! where was there ever ſuch à well 
"qualificd (governor ? 'Tis impoſſible he can err 
his adminiſtration 3 and what ſweetens this is, 
that the qualifications of the king are communi- 
cables; and actually communicated unto äll the 
aue ſubjecte of — . om, for he is not on! 
- bead of government but of influences, for out 
of his falnefe'do all we receive and grace for grace. 
4, Chriſt s government and adminiſtration is ve 
ou ſee here that 
governor is wonderful. He 


of that 


he. ad miniltrytion, . 944 


by his skill of mans 
„in bis Kingdom, he brings light out 
neſs, order out of confuſion, life out of 
weakneſs, and the refors 
rhe: I may be eaſy amillithe greateſt ap- 


ully Ated b, by his Fathen, 


upon hm, the . 
the ſpiris 


reprove . the 


ihe - 


fone + even e eee 
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"ea I 
| wore remor ing, and 8 and a. wht, 
' far he is the Lord bas doth wr and rt 79 A 
aden in the raging of the ſea, &c. 5. Chriſſ's 
government and adminiſtratian in and about his 

church and people is exceeding wiſe; ſo much ig 
imported ip his being called be counſellor. Wiſe 
dom and 'counot are hes, there it n ſearching 
ous of his underſianging. The deepeſt laid re 
of hell are all open before him; for he Adee. 
ders deep things out of darkneſs, oe brings 190 
Abt the ſbadoum of deat h; he rules in the 
midſt of his cnemiaeg, and turns all their coun 
eile to feoliſhneſs ; and 4s for his leyal ſubjeſte, 
be will guide them by bis council, and afterward 
bring thew to glory. '6. Chriſt's government and 
admiaiſtration is irrefiſtible, for thę governor is”. 
the mighty God, who will go thro with his de- 
_ figns; who can flay his hand, or ſay unto him, 
what doeſt thou? 0 Jet- mount Zion rejoyce , lov. 
the danghters of Fudab be glad, for her Ming in 
the midft of her is mighty, yea the almgh | 
| God, who is able to protect his Se Servants,” a — —_— 
is both able and reſolved to deſtroy his enemies, 2M 
High is bis Hand, and ſtrong is his right hand, © 
aud bis right band doth ever valiantly. How 
_ valigntly did he ſpoil princjpalities and powers 
+ on the croſs ? 84 he is as valiant as ever. * 
| Chriſt in the gevernment of his church and pi 
> vis excceding tender and compaſſionate; tor his 
rs is the o——_—_— ug Father, with whom com. 
us flo, and bis mercy is from everiaſtin 
3 grows aſting upon them: that fear him. * . 
ik perzerh his children, fo rhe Lori iris 
hem that fear him; he gathers the lam U | 
5 . boſom, and genily leads them tba a with > 3 
Y < _ 258 * _ ay x FIG TRY 8 aid _— 4 
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c. He ieili not break the bruiſed reed, nor . 
quench the ſmoaking flax. 8. Chrift's Govern | 
ment and adminiſtration of his church is very oy 
'_  peanceable, for his Name is the Prince Peace, 
„and of:the zncreaſe of his government and peace 220d 
there: ſball be no end. Tis true, he has told his. ED 
ſubjects that in the world they ſball have tri - 2] 
bulation, but yet in him they ſbail have peace, 
for he hath overcome the world, and the peace he | 
gives is ſuch as the world can neither give nor 
take away, John xiv. 27, Peace leave uit you, 
my peace I give unro yon, ua af the world: giv- 
erb, give J unto you. 9: This gevernment is e- 
verlaſting, for of the Increaſe of his government 
_ RE there fhatl be no end. 4 His: kingdom 18 an ever- 
* _  Jaſting kingagm, and bis dominion that wu ch 
hilt wt bo Miroyed z his ſeed ſhall endure for 
ever, and his throne: built up to all generations. 
Other kings dye, and their kingdoms: meulder 
away Meo nothing; but be 2s the king eternal, 
EF. Fzminortal, and his kingdom endureth for ever. 5 
o brone O God is for ever and ever, the ſcep - 
ter of thy kingdom it a right ſcepter. Fudg- 
det and juſtice: are the habitation of: his 
.  7hrone; and this is what | renders: his: govern- 
ment eycrlafting; becauſe this king doth rule in 


bis teouſneſs,” and hit throne is eſtabliſbed in 


he Third thing was to enquire, bow he 
government ef the church is committed unto 
Onhriſt, or laid upen his ſhoulder. Interpretere 
think, that in this expreſſion there is an alluſſoen 
do the antient cuſtom of carrying the enſigns 
government upon. the ſhoulders of theſe WE 
pier inveſted with it, or of their offices. The 
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ts XX1!, 2. And the my of. 4 e 75 David % 4 © 
wall I lay. upon bis {8 


ball open. Now the government is committed te ll 
_ Chrift, or laid upon his ſhoulder, with a three or, 1 


| unalterable decrve, J. ii. 6, 7. Jet have I ſet | "i 

| my Ge upon my holy hill of Zion. Iii de. 
| 4 

Ak of me, aud © will give tbee the 
the, earth for. thy pdeſion. Now, can this de- 


_ cree of heaven be reverſed, or theſe mountains 


ſhall ſtand on the Redesmer's head, a rhe 


was between them both; and what is the iſſfus 
of that grand counſel, which was held in heaven, 


hat the man whoſe name ir the Branch ſhould. 


glory, and that he ſhould fit and rule upon bis 
throne, Zech vi. 13. 3. With the ſolemnity of an Ml 


nade à covenant with my.choſcn, I have ef , il 
. David my run Thy. ſeed mill lets i 
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preme authority of the church, whether militant 


oO 


preiſion much of the ſame import you bave, /. 


ſhoulders; ſo he ſpall ben 
and none. ſhall ſhut, and he ſhall hut and .none © 


fourfold ſolemnity. 1. With the ſolemnity of an 


clare the decree, the Lord hath ſaid unto me, 
thou art my Son, this day have 1 1 55 thes, 1 


thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts f 


my 
a. 
4% 7 
4 The 
* 
„ 


7 re Lord ſpall ſtand; and therefore the crown. 9 OE 1 1 3 


\ — 


overnment ly upon his ſboulder. 2. With the 
olemnity of a covenant tranſacted betwixt hire 
and his eternal Father, when the counſel of peace -- 


from the antient ages of eternity? It was juſt, 


come out of his place, that he ſhould bear the, 


oath, ratifying the determination of the counſel f — 
peace in this matter. Pſa}. Ixxxix. 3, 4: 1 have. 
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ani les in whom my ſoul delig bterb. Pal. 


__ RE People 


he bade I anbinte- 


Yes te 


5 
l 3 $* 
2 . , o 


tic 


with, when he returned to heaven, and ſat dowh 
© _ - on thethrone in our nature; n I beheld and 
= Heard the voice of many angels round about the 
= : zbrone, and the beaſts, and the elders ; Au the 
munter of them was ten thouſand timer en 
| | thouſand, and theuſands of rhouſans ; and What 
ay they? How tordially do they give their vote, 
mat be fhould reign? Schung 43th 4 * IJ 
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'. Worthy is the Lamy that 
| Power, 
And honour aud glory, and bling 
TDhe Fourth thing was to give the reaſons of 
. the doctrine; Why 18 the government laid upon 

his ſhoulder ? I anſwer, 1. Becauſe his ſhoul-· 
dier alone was able to bear the weight of thz ad- 

miniſtration and government of the church. T bey 
who uſurp theadminiftration, take roo much upon 
them, tis a butthen too heavy for angels or arch, 
angels; how then ſhould finful worms bear it? 
God the father ſaw, that none in heaven or earth + 

but his own eternal Son was match for ſuch a pro- 
vince; and therefore commits it to him, with a 

| promiſe of his on aſſiſtance in the government, ' 
0 + J. Ixxxix. 1. T have laid help upon one that - 

zt maghty—T have found bim. I hade anbin - 

dead bim. —With whom. my band ſpail be eſtabli. 
| Fed, mine arm alſo ſhall ſirengt ben bim. 
2. It is laid upon his ſhoulder, or committed is 
him, that he might be in better capacity for ac _: 
compliſhing lvat & 
bringing many ſons and daughters. 
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quently joined together. he 
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Thou art my King of 


Fm 


Zech. ix. 9. Rejoice greatly, O tdauzhier 


e Zion, ſhowt O daughter of Feruſalem : Behold © 
N king cometh unto thee, juſt and having ſalts '. © 


o 1 8 


fubjecte in the worſt of bondage and miſery, hẽ 
ther as to the external or internal man, If their:  '. © 


24tion; Let his kingdom be never ſo low, hies 


| gbvtrnour and king give but the word of cem 
immediately deliverance comes; Yſul. 
. Thou art my king, O God. rdmmand del, 
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the ſalvation of his people, and _ 
| hence we find his kingdom and ſalvation fe-. 
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ä I 
for Faxcob.. His 3 dried up the red ſea, 
_ divided. Jordan, and brought 1/-act into the pro- 
8. The government is laid upon his ſhoulder, 
," that be may ſtill the enemy and the avenger, that 
= he may reſent his Father's quarrel againſt Satan, 
and entirely bruiſe his head, for his defacing and | 
ſtricking at his and his Father's image in our firſt 3 
parents, and diſturbing his government, which he 
1 Rad eſtabliſned in innocence. Chriſt's great hu · Gl. 
ſineſs when he appeared in this world in perſon, 
and when he appears in the diſpenſation. of the 
geoſpel, and power of his ſpirit, is to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, to rear up his. own king- 
dom, in the rhin of the old ſerpent and his cel. 
Hence it is, that when he takes the field, he 
gives the ſhout of waragainſt that enemy and all b 
Das join him, If. Ixiii. 4. Tze day of vengeance BÞ. 
t in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed . 
%%% OAT ON TITS 
44§᷑. The government is laid upon his ſhoulder + 
ot committed unto him, becauſe he hath à juſt ® 
tttle to it. As 1. He has a title to it by birth, | 
be is God's firſt born, and therefore He will make PN 
Bi bigher than the kings of the, earth; yea he 
ie King of Kings and Lord of Loras. 2. He 
bbs a title to ic by purchaſe; he hath redeemed 
his church by his own blood, and 'therefore has 
the beſt right to govern her, his croſs was the way 
in which he came to the crown, he ſuffered, and © 
then entered into his glory. 3. He- has a right 
to it by his Father's promiſe and charter, granted | 
him upon the footing+ of his death and ſatiſſſ- 
|. ation, Ia liii. 12. Therefore will I divide him - | 
1 portion with. the. great, and be ſpall iu, , 
 . rhe ſpoil with the ſirong: Becauſe be Fas | 
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poured out bis ſoul unto death; and Phil.ii,8,  - 
J, 10. we are told that becauſe he endured the 
croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame, therefore. God alſo: 
6 hath high ly exalted him, and given him a name | 
above every name. 4 He has a title toitby i 
conqueſt ; he invades the territories of the God ;  - k 
of this world, ſets up his ſtandard within his do. 
minions, and ſpoils principalities and powers, * 
ſets the captives of the mighty at liberty, he tra (! 
vels in the” gregtneſs' of bie ſtrength, ſhe wing al 
s bimſelf mighty to ſave, ſubduing finners, ins, —_ 
bringing evefy_ thought into captivity into his o- *- al 
dedienee; and becauſe he' doth ſo, thereforg-the _ 


— 


and laid upon * 


government is committed to him, _ 
his ſhoulder, __ e 1 
Wb Fifth thing was the application, of the = 
doctrine. The firſt uſe. may be” of information —_— 
ia the following particulars. Is it ſo, that the © nl 
government is laid upon the ſhoulders of the Re- 
deemer by the ordination of the Father? See 
to his church and people, in providing ſuch a ru ' 
er and governour for them. I remember he 
/ | Queen of Sheba, 1 Kzngs. x. 9. in her addreſato 
Solo mom ſhe ſays, Becauſe the Lord loved Iſrael ' 

for ever, therefore made he the king to do ug. 
ment and juſtice. ' So well may we ſay here, be. 
| cauſe the Lord loved his church and People, 
| therefore he made his own eternal Son King in i 
the midſt of her, and laid the. government, upon © | il 
his ſhoulders. O] what a wonderful evidence of ' MM 
Ibis love is this? Ang ſhould not this make he 
under governours of the church very tender, ann =. 
take heed. of ruling with rigour, kat to be aware _. 

- | of what culers they ſet over her 7. 2. Beg ½70 
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8 "a PO what a + government and 

- Abitos, believers the ſaints of God 
_ under, vis, the government 'of the child 3 
and the ſon given to us, whoſe name isthe Won - 
-gerful, Ceunfellour, Oc. The Queen of Sheba, 
in the place now cited, 1 Kings x. 9, when ſhe 
ben the glory of Solomon, and the wiſdom of his 

miniſtration, her ſpirit fails her, and ver. 


8. 


cries out, Happy are thy men, happy are 
telt thy ſervants who ſtand continualij before , 
nes, and hear thy Wi dom. But ow 4 great- 
er ban Solomon is here. Solomon and all his 
| wiſdom and glory -was but a faint 2/ 6 of the 
>, glory a wiſdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, an 
"the ory of his perſon. and adminiſtration, an 
© therefore upon far better ground we may ſay of 
the ſubjefts of Chriſt's kingdom, as Moſes did 
of Weaet; Dent. xxxiii. 29. Happy art thin, |. 
O Iſrael bo is like unto thee, O "Peoph Javed. | 
* " Fa. eee of rhy help, who ig tIn® | -- 
ora, of thy excenency- | A 
5 E hence the miſc of a icke 1 
ing world, who will not have him to rule over 
them, on Shoſe ſhoulders the government is . 
- but break his bands, and caſt away his cords from 
them; why, he that fits in heaven ſhall laugh at 
© their impotent attempts againſt the government 
of his fon, and he hath authorized bim to. break 
ll that will not bow to his. e 3 thou 
alt break them as with à rod of i ron, 417 daſh 
„ | hows in pieces as a potter t del: Even the great 
3 EIT will not $0q W him, he willcur - 
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| them off, for he cuts off rhefpirit of prences, and 
; enen, ro the e e Fond 1 
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F which Zion's king hath allowed his ſubjects 


choice of their paſtors; for which cauſe he hath _ i 


of the prophets, we find Acts vi. that it was the 


commanded tochu 
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. them through in the day of his wwrath, &c. | 
4. Is it ſo, that the government is laid upon 

bis ſhoulders ? Then ſee the nullity ef all acts, 
laws and conſtitutions that don't bear the ſtamm M 
of Chriſt, and that are net conſiſtent with ths 
law and orders he has left for the government ß 
his church; they cannot miſs to be null, becauſe 
Zion's king never touch't them with his ſceprer; - Ml 
they want a foundation in the word of Gd. 
And unleſs acts and laws are founded there, 
they have no foundation at all, becauſe there ien Ml 
no ehurch- authority, but what is derived from k 
3. See hence, that they run a very dangerous MM 
riſque who do injury to his ſubjects, or ſtrip them 
' of any of the rights, privileges, or immunities he =— 
_ has granted them, and purchaſed for them, with = 
the price of his blood. Among other privileges Ml 


bt 4 - 
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this is none of the leaſt, that they ſhould have the X 


required them to try the ſpirits and gifts mini- il 
—ſters are endowed with, whether they be calcu- © 
late for the edification oftheir ſouls, John iv. 1, 
Tis a command not given unto heritors and eld 4 


only, but even to little children, young men — « -- 


> Ip 
2 2 


| fathers. Beloved, ſays he, believe not every iris, 1 
zul try the ſpirits, viz. of winiſters and preachere, 
ewhether they be of Goa; and the reaſon he gives 
is remarkable, in the clofe of the verſe, Becauſe "þ 
many falſe prophets are gone abroad into the world, ' i 
And in a ſuitableneſs to this trying of the . fpirits | 


L multitude of diſciples, that by expreſs order ars 
co fe out from among them men 
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T 
ſull of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom. The apo- 
= files; the extraordinary officers in the church, and 
who, one would think, were the moſt competent 
= _Judyes of men full of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom, 
pet they would not take that power upon them, 
. Which is now lodg'd in heritors and elders, I 
% fear, the partiality ſhown in our publick acts, in 
= preferring the great, the noble, the rich ma with 
j © the gay clothing, before the poor of this world, 
whom generally God hath choſen, rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom, lay a foundation for a 
cControverſy between God and this nation, which 
3 will not ſoon be at an end. Chriſt's ,little ones 
are but little regarded now a days, but they who 
5 maltreat them, to grat ify the greateſt upon earth, 
will ſmart for it in the iſſue. It is an awful word 
uttered by him, upon whoſe ſhoulders the govern- 
ment is laid, Matth. xviii. 6, . But, whoſo 
Hall offend one of theſe little ones which believe 
zn me, it were better for him that a milſtone 


b 
117. 


*- 


were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
. Arewned in the deefpths of the ſea; wo to the 


World becanſe of offences, for it muſt needs be 
that offences come: But wo to that man by whom 
the offencecometh. _ r 
6. If the government be upon his ſhoulders, 


pale | 7 6 d J 
to manage, who attempt to juſtle him out of his 
government, and take it upon their own ſhoyl- 
rr, Od CG: 0 Ong 

= ' Duct. Who are theſe? I anſwer 1. Papiſts 
EF  - who ſet up the wan of fin to be the head of the 


church, calling him Chriſt's vicar. He is aati- 


cohriſt, whom Chriſt will deſtroy with the breath 


of his mouth and the brightneſs of his coming. 
28. Frelatiſts who'fer up arch-biſhops and dioce> 
_—.” Ny Kt. . : N is. a EO 8 | 85 5 x 


then hence I infer, that they have a hard task 
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ſan Biſhops in the church of Chriſt, officers 
.- Chriſt never ordain'd in his kingdom, or never 
were warranted by his word: We read of no of- 
ficer under the New Teſtament ſuperior to a por 
byter, and therefore arch-biſhops and bi 
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have no warrant in the word, and can be none of 


the officers of Chriſt's kingdom. 3. Eraſtiaus 

who take the government off Chriſt's ſhouldars, |. 
and lay it upon the civil magiftrate, putting it 

in his power to caſt the government of the church 


of Chrif into what mould and faſhion is 'moſt a- 


grate unto his werldly Intereſt. What an af. 
ront is it done unto the Son of God, to have any 


mortal mam declared head in all caſes not only 


eivil but ccclefiaſtical? This was an uſurpatien | 


upon the crown of Chriſt under ſome former reigns, 


which I'm afraid is never yet cleanly abrogated * 
or aboliſhed to this day. 4. Theſe potentates, 


who take upon them to tolerate any doctrines or 
any worſhip inconſiſtent with the doctrine, wor- 
ſhip or government Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in his 


kingdom. 5. Theſe profeſs'd presbyterians, who 
-. under that diſguiſe excrciſe a lord ly prelacy aud 
dominion ever the church of Chriſt, in thruſting 


0 done, for the violent rapes which are committed 

upon the ſpouſe of Chriſt up and down the land. 
' | Chriſt myſtical is wounded in the hauſe of his Ml 

ofeſſed friends, and it will be a Wender if their . 


whom" ' il 


opa 


de not wounds for wounds, before the ſcene be 
ended. For 3. If the government be upon Chriſt's 
* ſhoulder, then hence I infer, that all odds will be 

even, and that Chriſt will render tribulation to 
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thole chat e ot 5 haraſs 7. 808 people, 
in their ſpiritual rights. and privileges. He will 
gariſe ; 3 the ſighing of the poor, and the cries of 
3 if the needy ; and O when he doth ariſe, the ven- 
geance o his temple will fall heavy upon the 
bead of tchoſe who ſpoil it. 
Es er with an uſe of conſolation, to the 
people of God; particularly to thoſe that are | 
Peas of their Ilberties and privileges as chriſti- ' 
ans; for tho' they be-forſaken of them whoſe buſi- 
' neſs it is to take the greateſt care of them, yet 
they are not forſaken of their God; and our 
commiſſion leads us particularly to preach the 
5 goſpel to the poor, to comfort them that mourn 5 
FF n Zion, to give them beauty for 1 75 and the 
E” oyl of joy for mourning. We fare to ſtrengthen 
4 By * the weak hands; and confirm the feeble knees. 
2 There are theſe few grounds of conſolation 1 offer 
von in your preſent circumſtances. As \ 
b- Firſt, Your God does not ſtand as an uncon- 
corded JpeQator of the injuries that are done 
| Jou at this day; no, he is qbſerving, and reſent - 
* 'N the ſpoil that is committed, upon you. You may - 
dead for thigis achallenge, and an awful challenge. 2 
given on their behalf, 1/a. iii. 12, 13, i 1. 2M 
"As for my people, children are their ofppreſors, 
3 * ' wud women rule over them. O my people, bey 
_ aphach lead thee, cauſe thee to err, and deſtroy 5 
"the way of thy path. The Lord flandeth up 
Y IN v0 plead, aud ſtandet h to judge the people. 
3 2. Be Zord will enter into judgment _avith the . 
ancients of his people, and the princes there-, 
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E . er ge have- eaten up the vineyard, the | 

Heil of the poor 2s in your houſes. What mean 
8 * 608 Je beat ed People 1 70 7 ang Tons | 
| «<2 Þ : the 5 
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poor people, however at under, ſhall twiſt in it 


nannt with love and mercy 3 he Who hath the 


rg IP 
the oy of the poor? (alu the Lord 7 Falls,” 


founded Zion. This is a topick 'of conſolation, 


; (viz. when they are enquiring about thy ſtate 


her cauſe. . © = 
3. Know that he Who hath the government = 


nemies, and has 
ment, that he both can, and will bring good out 
_ - of evil, advantage to his poor people out of things 22 
| tending to their hurt and prejudice. Jacob's foris - 
. conſpire againſt the life of their brother, chey 
| Fell him unto the hands of the naelitiſß merch- 


it for ba vs as was proved by the event. 
7 Jiſpenſarions towards the church and people of... 


2. Know for your comfort, that God: hg 


which 1s particularly preſented unto the poor of |. 
his people, and accordingly to be told by the 
meſſengers of the nations, I/. xiv. 32. Mat 
ſhallone then anſwer the meſſengers of the nation: 


and eircumſtances of God's Iſrael, in à dark * 
and drumbly day like this) The anſwer i is, that 
the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of 
his people ſhall truſt in it, i. e Let it be pro. 
claimed to the world, that he who laid tha foun- 
dation of Zion, will build her up; and when 
he doth ſo, he will appear in his glory, and his 


as an unſhaken truth, that he who founded Zion, 
will take care of ber, and of theſe .who e 5 


upon his A rules in the midſt of his e- 
o much of the art of gayern- 


ants; they in all this had no other view but. o 
ſatisfy their luſt of revenge; howeyer God meant 


4 4# 1 f 1 
now that the moſt dark and cloudie like - "_ | 
God, are in the event, found to have deen/preg- i, 5 | 


and upon his ſhoulders. turns them o 
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ü bout, as they are made to underſtand his lov- 
ii kindneſs in all theſe things. 
IJ. Know for your comfort, tha the on wheſe 
E” ſhoulders ee ie laid, hath power to 

pero ide you with honeſt miniſters, notwithſtand- 
ig of all the bars that ly in the way of your 

being comfortably provided; yea his power is 

eaſt unto a promiſe that you may act faith 
upon at, Ia. xxx. 20, 21. Aud the the Lord 
dee you bread, of adverſity, and the water of 

1 Miction, yes ſhall nat thy teachers be remove | © 


5 a corner \any-more, hut thine. eyes ſhall ſee 
e teachers: And thine ears ſhall hear 4 
word behind thee, ſaying, This is the way, 


welk ye in it, wwben ye turn to the right hand, 
aud wht ye turn to the left. Jer. iii. 15. I will | 
_ give you Paltrrs according to mine heart, that 
=_ Hall feed yon with knowicdge and underſtanding. | 
Our great governor hath the ſtars in his right 
bad, and he calls them forth by name, and there- 
fire be not afraid, only belie ee. 
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But now to ſhut up this diſcourſe, I ſhall 1. Tell 
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o3 


=. You ſome of the ſecrets of Chriſt's government. 
. Offer a few advices to the Lord's people. J. 
EFHFrirſt, A, fe Frets of Chriſt's government . 
wih reſpe t to his people in this world. As 1. 
== That his pablick management in providence | 
ſeems many times to interfere with his promiſe; ' | © 
ig the caſe of Abraha n his being commanded ff * 
e ſacrifice his ſon, the promiſe made of | the 
7  Kingdomto David, &. 2. His acts of govern- 

ment have la light as well as a dark fide, No 

==: affliction for the preſent is joyous but grievous, 
bdut afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruits 
= of: righteouſneſs. 3. There is a pleslant re- 
©;  gularity in all his government, however per- 
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plex 'd it may appear unto us; and whenthework | 
is done, beauty will ariſe out of it, as eut of the” 

- Chaos aroſe a beautiful world. 4. In his admin + MM 
ſtrations he hath long fetches, which we are 
not able to diſcover, or ſee to the end of at 
firſt inſtance, tis only ſome links, and not the _ 
full chain of providence that lies open to us . 
God muſt have his own time to finiſh his work, / ü 

5. His adminiſtrations many times take ver . © 
ſurprifing turns, as when //rael was brought tre - 
the borders of Canaan, and they expecting ll 

immediately, to enter upon the poſſeſſion of the pF 4 | 

promiſed land, and yet are ſent back to Xo A 1 

meaſure the hills of the wilderneſs for the 1 

ſpace of forty years. When the deſigns of hie 
KF adwiniftration ſeem to be brought tothe birth, ll 
ſome new occurrence may caſt up, which to 
our view ſeems to render all abortive. 5. Theſe © 
acts of his goyerment, which ſeem to us to per- il 
| tend utter ruin to the church and his kingdom 
|| + in the world, are found to be the very means for - © ll 
their deliverance and outgate. No ſtep of pra- 1 


* 


9 


1 
vidence ſo, much haſtned Jaſeph's preferment, s 
that of his being caſt into priſon, and laid under 
fetters of iron; Iſyael's pinch at the red ſea was! © 
the time of the Lord's appearing for their deli- 

I + very, and the ruine of Pharaoh and his hoſt. 
x Sͤeconaly, I conclude With a few advices ts 
the ſubjects of Zion, eſpecially in this day of | 
trouble and treading down. 1. Keep the eyes of ' ll 
faith fixed on him, whe holds, the helm, and  - 
believe, with an aſſured faith, that the Tores 
 * doth reign for ever, even thy Gon O gien, un- 
10 all generation. He that reigns is Immanuel! 
od with us, not a God againſt us, byt wwirh ws, | M 
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' for un the God of Jacob if our refuge, there. 
Jore ill zwe not be afraid, tho mountains be 
removed. 2. Keep the promiſe made to the 
church in your view, in the midſt of the darkeſt 
diſpenſations, and do not * ſo much upon what 
is before you in the courſe of providence, as upon 
the promiſe; for no man can kyow God's love 
# or hatred by what is before him; but the 
_— promiſe is the very picture and immediate pro- 
duct of his infinite mind. Qavid, by poring 
upon the external conduct of providence, is al- 
= > moſt carried down. the ſtream, to atheiſm and ir- 
* religion, P/al. Ixxiii. 13. till he went to the 
ſeanctuary and conſulted the oracles of the word. 
) 3. Wait on the Lord and do not maße haſte, for 


dae Lord is à Goa of judgment, and bleſſed are 
All they that walt for him; they ſhall not be 


-:  aſbamed. 3 Wo 3 

43. Commit your way to the Lord, even when 
pon walk in the midit of darkneſs, truſt in the 
mam of the Lerd, and ſtay your ſelves _ 
© © Jour God, and ſo ye ſhall be keep. in pete 
peace, and integrity and uprightneſs ſhall preferve 
Fou Keep your ſelves in the love and fear of God, 
Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious 
= appearing of the great God, and our ſaviour Je- 
EE” ſus Chriff, When all the ſeeming crooks of his 


EE: government ſhall be made eren. 
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